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A FEW PEOPIE have the wrong idea about

the status of EN GARDE,
There have even been a few notes mads
that new that Diana Rigg has left the
show for goodeesesa fact that I mentioned
back in October of '67 when Rigger Digger
#1 came out, by the way....that EN GARDE
was evidently going to fold up its tents
in the night and plip away to the next
oasis or whatever,

Not 80, The gine remains infatuated
with THE AVENGERS, insiuding the new and
maybe not quite so cool team of Steed/
MacNes and King/Thorson, And with the
person of ons Miss Diana Rigeg, wherever
she may be., Also an irmtegral part of
this magagine 1= an abiding interest in
one ohallenging lady eormonly termed
Honor Blackman, and in the old AVENGERS
geries of Cathy Gala, whioch I would ever
so much love to see,.44e

But I am not obsessed by what hus gond before, believe me, Now that Diana
Rigg bas left the show, let us 1ift our mugs in one ford salute and bid a ford
and dearly remembered adieu, Si¢ Transit Gloriza Nunday, Long Ilve the Kinge

When THE AVENGERS finally and truly does bite the dust, hopefully this mag
ghall continue even then, Not as a miniscule version of the Baker Street Irreg-
ulars, forever crooning over the Complete Works Of Sherloek Holmes, (Net that the
1dea is all that bad, 1t's just not my bag,) Not interested totally in what has
gone bafore, but in what 13 the present, and i1he future, as well,

Like, anyone out there going to see MIDSUMMER NIGHI 'S DREAM and THE ASSASSINe
ATION BUREAU when they're finally relsased? I ruddy well know I am,

This mag will comtinue as it has thus far, As an extension perse of the
editorts personality, No matter that the subject matter always be a bit different
from that in any other mmateur publication, Ultimately the zine will contimue as
a rather entertaining twowway funnel between the editor and the world about him,
his audience so to speak, whatever course the future takes.

As an extension of my own personality, it deals with whatever I wish to speak

on, in this case that most distinguished of ladies and that most distinguished of
telly shows,

EN GARDE COMN INUES DESPITE ALL EFFORTS on my part to check its growthl This ish
is, despite what you may think, just about

half what 1t was turning out to be, Faced with covers already printed up saying
that this mag sold for ¢50¢@....and the prospect of selling a 90-page fanzine for
o5842,,,.T d1d the only sensible thing, I made two issues of it, This issue is
mainly lettercolumn, editorial and NEWS AND NOTES it seems, but do not fret. Worry
not that the lettercolumn stopped abruptly with the bacover, There is mors, much
more (eeeeeiiiiyyyyyoeeseacee}) in the upcoming #5. #5 will have quite a Tew
goodies not in this issue though planned for it,

TASSELS AND OTHER GADGETS, being an edruite comparisen of the Bondian story
and method(with a mention of Cathy Gale/Homor Blackman and Mrs, Peel/Biana Rige
as the only true Bondian heroine types) with the permagraphic method of wribting.
FIIMS ON TV, which gifs mit some entertaining notions on the first season's shows,
ADDENDUM AND CCRRECTIONS, being revisions and additions to TWO SEASONS AND A BAIF,
the 1isting of the shows shown here in the States to date, A photosheet, both
sides with beautiful photos off thd telly, all of these from DEAD MAN'S TREASURE.
There will be another photosheet. Any opts out there for "The &50,000 Peund
Breakfast" ? Or "Murdersville"? Or "You Have Just Besn Murdered’? Ah hah} You
all opt for "FergeteMewKnet'? Fine, Who has any fotos of that clinchinc clinoh,
wherein the Peel of Steel oreates telly history with Mr, Steed? The devslopers

lost that roll of the several I let them developd ("Nevermore, quoth the Raven,
Nevermorel® )
(L)



%  SceutlWesilen, June 21-23rd, 1in Dallas, Texas, For sciense fietion, movie
eomic art, FRBurroughs fans, with panels amd mucho other programming, an Art Show
even} Registration 1s $2.50, write larry Horndon, 1830 Highiard Drive,
Carrollton, Texas, 75005,

*  Writer?!s Workshop in Sclence Fiction & Fantasy, a College Credit Werkshop
thing at Clarion State College in Pemmsylvania, Address ingiiries to Robin Scott
Wilson, Director, Wlarion Writers! Workshop, Clarion State College, Clarion,
Permsylvania, 1621),, This'is for real, visiting staff will be Judy Merrill,

Fritz lelber, Pgmon Knight, Kate Wilhe!m and Harlan Ellison, If you're serious
about writing the stuff and are a college student anyways, 1t might not be 2 bad
idea to. at least irquiresescs

%  Perkeo=ConffeliCon IT, in Heidelberg, Germany, on August 2«Sthe Fer into,
write Gort Zech, 69 Heldelberg, Ménshhofstrasse, 12«1l, Astrong, Resheninstitut,
West Germany, (Naturally, you know of course, that this magazine definitely favors
Heidelberg in 1970 for the '79 Ssi«Fi Worldlen, Of Course}l)

#  Ogarkon, in St, Louls, Misscuri, over the July 2628 Weekend, The place to
write to far info iss Ozarkon, ¢/o Leigh Couch, Route #2, Box 889, Arnold, Missouri,
63620, This one will have Harlan Ellison as Guest of Honor, and is being put tom
gother by the mame group that is bidding against Columbus, Ohle, for the site of
next yearf's WorldCen, If nothing else at least you get to see the Flshers and
theyire nfde people, .« A good regional Cone

#* DeopSoutkCon VI, in New Orlears, Louisiana, the weekend before the Bayoon
WorldCon, August 2hth & 25th, Guest af Honor will be Daniel F, Galouye, For info,
($1,00 for memberships), write to John Guldry, #5 Finch Street, New Orleans, la.,
70124 The New Orleans seciwfi group is puttirg together an erganization to Hid
and handle a WorldCon in a fdw years, by the way, so they're putting together these
regiomls to Get Their Hand In, as il were, to build a foundation of experience.
#* Baylen, Friday through Laber Day, as usualy This year itls at the Hotel
Claremont, Cakland, Califernia, It's the 28th World Seience Fiction Comvention
(20} Count temy 261}, and is the big towdo of the sciefl worlde There will be
four straight days of prigramming and g ite a geod deal of it, as usgual , will get
down_ to the nitty gritbty. Why write, how to write, wha to try to peddle it to,
why try te peddle it to him, what are we.doing to the fleld ef general literaturs,
what 1s scionce fiction aiming for these days, is the New Wave crass emotionalism
with no plot, sex in seiefi, where did all the seiense go in seience fiction?,

as well as the more frothy stuff like sehticks by Harlan Ellison, sostume parties,
a faghlion show of the fubture, films, a mge hucksters room with lets of goodies
ranging from silent £ilm stills to lst editions of SIAN and ERBurroughs and
Thrilling Wonder pulps as part of the vgst middle ground, more programming en ths
" legalities of possessioh. of property in ocuter spase, space medicine, 1ibel laws

on what you write, and whatever else they can Jam into the thing between the
pexiodic Breaks sheer Naturalistic necessity would demand, Plus a banquet with
Philip Jose Farmer as Guest of Honor, an Art Show with attendant admirers, artists
and mind~bending Art, special meetirgs of the Hybareans, Burrsughs, Tolkien, FAPA,
and othey offw=shoot groups, Hopefully not the crowded attendance ef 1500 like at
the NYCen last jear, bub Big} Hopefully Gene Roddenberry will entertain us once
more with ancther STAR TREK episode before it's due to be.shown on the idiot boxe
Tast yoar 1t was "Amok Time" and as.mentioned previously, tha difference between
real honest=Ghu esolour film and even the colour telly is enermous, Fer infermate
fon on all this writes BAYCON, P,0,.Box 261 -Fairmont Station, El Cerrite, Calif.,
94530, Membership is fer $1,00 for foreign, $2,00 for nonwattending, $3400 for
attending memberse Join right now and receive the progress reports, Amnd you had
better raserve your room right now, as the Hotel has evidently already filled up
all the, syingle rooms and all elasses of .other rooms are rapidly appreachirg the
filleup peint,

NO NO NO- NO} Sorpone out there please tell them that at the moment I do not have

- . any fetos (-er photos )} of Dians Rigg, Patrick MacNes er any .
bimtion thereof for sale, trade, rent or whatever, T initially had a2 small batch
of phetays from ABC!s kind offices to sell, the profits from said transactions gom
ing to-Eaod the TFF or Takami Sbiben(a ’I‘gam—ﬂceania Fen Funde A Tslusi Shibano

)



A somsvhatly listing of the Blaskman/Cathy Gale shows, & thusefar umtitled
article by my co-editor on the first of the colour series, the #Seeond Seasord
of "The Avengers', Some material on "The Prisorner", hopefully (and I hops every=
one saw and read the "Prisers 2 artlels in the May 2531 issue of the TV Guida),
A little artisle on "Ths Saint”, which needs re-writing right now at presenmt, and
the usual editorial natterirgs, MEWS & NOTES and that cancerous lettercalumn,

Hopefully this will all be together in time for the Mid WestCon, the last
of this momth of Juns, Don't you know what a MidWestCon is7

OF OZARXONS AND BAYCOIS AND CABBAGES AMD KINGS The following are a partial, alas,
_ listing of most of the upcoming
sonventions, eonferences and thus scheduled for the next few months, Most of them
are straight science-fiction Cons, unless menticned to be otherwise,
%  Anrual Dinner Meeting of the Albuquerque SF Group, June 15th, For info,
sonmtast Gerdon Benstém, P.C, Bax 812L;, Albuquerque, New Mexico, B87108.
#  Triple Fan Fair, in Detroit, June 15 & 16th, For info (membership is $3.00
by the way), contact Tom Altehuler, 1501 TaBells, Oak Park, Michigan, L8231,
Guest of Honor is Harlan Ellisons There!ll be panels on Horrer Films, serial
films, ecomic books and comic art, regular seiemce-fiction, plus a number of 0Oldie
Movies that you just eanft hardly find anywhere anymore (I remember, for instance,
that the original silent "Phantom Of The Opera" has been one recent tldbit delive
ered up at onp of these now-annual Triple Fan Fairs),
#  Toronto Triple Fan Fair (not to be confused by the Detroite..and original...
TripleFanfair) to be held over the weekend of Judy 29theJuly lst (their Dominion
Dey and hence a long weekerdetype Holiday). Evidently a very big production, and
if T werentt going to the MidWesiCone.,which is occurring en the same Weekermdsess
I would certainly sttend. Mucho films, mucho displays, plenty of panels, the
eity is throwing open a small park for some of the film showings, and quite a few
films from the telly, including STAR TREK and (cwrsesl) THE AVENGERS, probably
Rigg/Mrs, Pasel shows if Mansfield-has anything to say about ite I might add that
the difference betwsen seeing ome of these colour shows ghown as a film versus even
the attractions of the eolour telly set 1s analogous to the difference between a
home brownie movie reel and "Dr, Zhivago" in full soreen ultracolour. 3sighst
Contact John Mansfield, CFB Rockeliffe, Ottawa, Ontario, CANADA for info,
*  MidWestCon, or MidWestern Convention, last weekend in June (29-30th), at the
Nerth Plaza Motel, 7911 Reading Read, Cineinnati, Ohio, L5237, Registration is
$1.00 payable when you arrive, Apart firom the banquet, nothing in programming is
scheduled, A very informal, relaxed, sert of thing, where everybody kmows nearly
everybody else (usually) and we all swap friendly little exaggerstions, speculat-
ions, ideas, dirty storles, rumours and general gab, Not really recommended for
aagone who isn't at least a 1ittle familiar with seience fietion fandom already.
But if you llve in the area anyways, you might drop by. We're usually congenial
people who are remarkably adept at persuading House Dicks to join the Convention,
and such, and sw,ypping stories of Beastlaeyfs-On~-The-Bayou. Rates at the Motel
are $8,00 single, $10-12 doubls, a limfted mumber of 3-bedroom and kitchen suites
available from $ 26.00. Remerve early as it really isn't all that big of a motel
and there are always other people stopping at a Motel, you understand,
# Internatiomal Convention of Comic Ary, on July L=7, in New York City, For
info, write SCARP, ¢/o Bill and Limda Parents, 15-D Arcasia Rd,, Hackensack, N,J.
#  Future Unbounded ( the Feln Con } (And no, it?s not "that Westercon being
put on by the loserst™), to be held July L=7th, at the Statler Hilton, ILos
Angelas, California, This one, though, is really a WesterCon in a Clever Plastic
Disguise, though not put on by the ex-Pan-PacifiCon Committee. (Oh, whers,
Iamont Cren ston, are you when we nebd you now?) This is a regiecral Con and it
sounds like a good one., TYou can even get a single room at the Hotel, insteed of ¢
double, whém you ask for a singles.. For info, write F-UnCon, c/o 1050 N, Ridge

wood Place, Hollywood, (alifornia, $0038, Maybe Bill Rotsler will tell us How To
Make A Nudie MoviBeesrse

{I'11 be in pein all MidWestlon Weekend long, thinking of that
Avengers film I'11 bes missing s;eirg e It only hurts when I laugh....)
( )
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Wasn't Your Sense Of Wonder re=-awakened by some of the thots evoked by the
TAFF winners in their trip reperts? Don't you wish you had ene for the last TAFF
winner?

Came to think of it, when's the last time youlve read a TAFF report?

Ask yourself truthfully, the last time you met a TAFF delegate, did you think
that this was famish history in the mgking, did you feel just 2 1ittle chokedwup
inside, did you feel anything at all, as a matler of fact?

Isn't Trans=Atlanbic travel just simply becoming a little bit too passe? it
the '57 WorldCon in London, history was made, In 5 in London, there was another
sort »f history made, differirg from the appearance of some 5¢ Yanks, At the 165
do, there were very nearly enough Yanks and Germans to swirg anybhing that they
couild have possibly wanted, There are very likely going to bs over 180 Yanks at
the !'70 WorldCon in Heidelberg, if not more, A few years back, a proposal was
pramptly shot down in German fandom to start up a mini-TAFF to send @erman fans
across to England for the EasterCons, The eowtter-~arguments usually stated that
in view of the fact that a German fan ean quite easily enough put together the
wherewithal to go England on his own, the idea of a TiFF-type fumd for sueh a
purpose was Iudricuious, There would be no entlusiasm for such a fund, in short.

Unpleasant though it may be to think of it as such, and eompletely untrue as
regarding the still very great majority of young fanzine stf fans, the emotional
climate over hers is very near the samething, That is, if you really want to go,
you can go, period,

That everyone is rich enough these days to afford to go to Jolly 01' England
is an erronsous notion, DBut the feeling is that if you really want to go, only a
certain amount of personal ageressive action and thrift is necessary on the woulde
be travellers part, And who remembers that TAFF only got off the ground in the
midefifties and eaught fire only during the Eisenhower "Agonizing Reapnraisal"

(as they termed the mini-Bepbession back then), That in the past two decades,
hundreds of fans who have remained in fandom have matured and are quite literally
in the midst of their peak earning peried, By nature most of fandom will always
be composed of young « eager = and poor necefans, It is all well and good for
people like myself to feel a bit flush and ¢cnntent ourselves with the thet of
gying to Europe in '76 for the HeidelbergCon, The singular I, so to speak,

But all in all, this attitude is held by the majority of 0ld Guard and more
mature fans = and the attitude is passed.on to the young, It wroduces a certain
casual acceptance about TAFF, We just don't feel strongly sbout it anymore, And
don' think far a moment that this attitude isn't ecaught and reflected at least
in mart by the TAFF winners themselves,

This sort of easualness just ecan't preduce the stoic/outgoing schizeid pere
sonality necessary for the Enthusiastic TAFF Winner, that herole figure who is
equal parts Martyr/Saint/59,A00 wards a week pulp writer/Teastmaster/Jally Good
U ~ Beddew Well Met/Surer-
A FPan, This unigue fig-~
ure enlivened immensely
everythirg he appeared
at, And she, as well.
Not anly during their
hectic tours averseas,
bul afterwards in these
mnibus tores dediczted
to relivirg those Over=
deas trips, A way af
taking the non=TAFFers
aleng with h:'.-'_m/bar on
that fantastic trip, so
tes speak,

One point was men=
tiened in Bruce Pelzla
FAPAzine, ANKUS, that
TAFF reperts have boe
came few and far betwesn,




He mentioned that eut of 2ix published or about to
be mblished ( Ron Ellik's THE SQUIRREL CAGE is due out
shortly « alas, posthumously}, enly the afore~mentioned s
Ellik omnjbus and the Don Ford TAFF BAEDFKGER are from £y
the Yank side of the Pond, with four going to the
Britishe of
It is a truly horrendous thirg to zay, believe me, }
but it is quite possibly a necessity for a TAFF delew v
gate to gif mit some sort of report on his trip in \“ ,
order for some sort of enthusiasm to be rewgenerated \ Serned
for the next series of TAFF Pondwlrossings., In the |
aforementioned present ease, economically and timee ‘
wise, with which the late '60's era fan , maybe the LA
notion of TAFF should be reconsidered, ‘f
Under the cireumstances presert , where ease of o
travel is producing apathy and lack of TAFF reports N ALY
is not keezeneratbing entimsiasm for the notion, I o X\ 3
propose something simple, for the present, "
That we reduce the trips to sne every two years,
rather than As Soon As Pessible, which seems to be the
present methods. If nothing else, thiis would make the
TAFF delegate a rarer creature thsn he is, at least,
and m avbe give seme of these people a chance to write something if they should
hapoen to feel like ite But if trips from Chicago to London are to become as
cormonplace as trips from Chieago to New York are today, the notion comes to me
that we should definitely shelve the notion, in vive, so to speak, until TAFF for
some reason becomes a vieble notlon once more,
Maybe to send someone from America to Luna for the first real IunaCon?
® Erroneous datzessdo you realize it took me almost five mimutes before I
could recall Bjo's name before she took the moniker Trimble and the gent that
went with it? And who e¢an recall the name of the third gent who was running
for TAFF back then? Bjo, Don Ferd, who won it, andsess And no, it wasn'i
the man who put sex in Essex, Chuch Harris, And who rememberse... But this
thing is getting much too longaease

AMATEURS THEY'RE NOT The group I'm talking about Is the Fantasy Amateur Press
Asscciation, a some 3@«year old grouping of amateur journale
ists (okay, fan zine pubbers}, The members have to keep up a certain page~count
activity, per year, mail all copies in te a central distributor (OE, or Official
Editor) who then quarterly mails out bundles of all he has received to all bona=
friecd FAPA membars, 65 members at present, the dues are $3.00 per year and it is
very probably the most sparkling diadem on the brow of scienee fiction fandame
The waiting list is L5 or more people long and the one an the bottom can safely
figure on waiting four to five years befare heorshe makes it into the hallowed
halls of FAPA, Besides keeping publishing credentials up to date ever said yealrse

You might say that it is a somewhat exclusive sort of erganization.

Despite a large amount of deadwood, both mental and publishing=irise, the aghe
towcalorie content in FAPA is qiite lew, and the gpréerly mailings are usually
witty, coherent, entertaining, irritating, engrossirg, Bilarious, fascinating amd
sickening all at one and the same time, Hepending on whose fanzine you're readilg
at the moment,

If you out theré are interested, I'm affixing somp mailing comments in 68
coples of this thing, extra pages will be supplied to any interested in reading
my own paltry efforts, for o006¢ in postage and a request. Only the FAPA copieé¢
will have them actually bound into the fangine., And only the FAPA coples will s&vw
the 1little notice in them that this is a FAPA=-pestmailing,

THERE ARE GOODIES AVATIABLE By which I refer to various things like pesters, oy
cars, buttons, bumper stickers and copies of EN GARDEe
The bubtons are the follawing:z black letters on pink, saying, "iirs, Emma
Peel LiViSI"; black letters on yellow, saying, "Hands OFf Emma Pecl"(or she’ll
_Lwmalt Lnum off, is the obvious unsaid addition)e

¢ )



By the tims of the Mididsst Con, I should have yet another button avallable
for all you milling hordes out there, Prices on all hubtons are ,30¢@ in person,
035¢@ via mail,

Mr, FA#7 /7174 idtd Robert Firebaugh (see address changs in lebtereol) has for
sale some nice bright posters for the bumper of the car, bright red letiers on a
dark blue back, saying thats "Mrs, Peel = Welrd Needed", Flease write him and not
this address for your pumper stickers, ‘

There are a pair ef posters available from this address, 3% feet by 5 feet
magnifisent things, 2000 square inches and such like, One with the lovely Miss
Rigg in BErma Peeler (the blue one from the cover of THE FLOATING GAME pb, the one
with no sleeves and the hip holes and the wateh chain and watch stretehing betwcen
the two hip holes), holding bowler and wbrella and looking very very lovely -
deed, The other is 2 studis pertrait, full face, Do you recall the sequencs in
the colour frontis for THE AVENCERS, where after shooting out the cork and drinking
a glass, thdy go into the credits...and you see the back of a Regency ovormstuf fed
chair, Suddenly Diana Rigg whirls around, goldplated pistol in hand? This is the
sequencs they used for a fullefacs portrait and a lovely Job it is, too,

However, admittedly the price is Too High, consisting as it does of $12 fer
poster, Nonetheless, they are for sale and if anyone else figures they can get
5 by 3% pasters made up for less, they are dedidedly welcome to try. There are
a number of independent outfits that will meke up the smaller size poster for a
good deal less, but even then they are not Cheap, ruming in the iL to $7450 range
and quality and actual square inch size varying wildly, according to what the
equiptment and breakeeven poimt is of each outfit, The usual size is 2 2/L by
1% to 2 X 3, with quality being a somstimes thing, exeepting the more established
(and well egquipped) outfitse 2 little arithmetic shows that these are still by
square inch less than half the size of the giants, but at $312 T guess some ecn=
rimises are necessary.

T shall have to look into the matter of having a few of the smallier posters
mrinted up, to see if anyone is interssted really in them,

In the meantime, you migh{ take 2 Jock at the listings from Movie Star News,
212 Fast 1hth Street, N.Y.Cpy N.¥., 10003, They have one of ths smaller type Dians
Rigg posters mde up in quantity (from the price, probzsbly they had to have 500 or
more printed up, with breakeven point around 350 sold)e Incorrectly lzbeled
Diane Riggs, for sale at $2,50 plus ,35¢@ pestage and handling, The phote is one
I have in my collection, a genial and pleasing thing, Diana Rigg, full figwe posed
shot, legs spread, wearing the hip-holes EmmaPeeler mentioned above, one arm on
hiﬁ’ the other with small Argeo 422 automatic In alr, big bright toothpaste ad
snile. g

For those of you dho do like large posters but not the price, I am currently
raffling off a duplicate I had made of the fullwface:portrait poster, About $i
to go and the raffle will be held. 504@ per chancs, three for a dolliar, My
co~aditer will draw the lucky number frem a deck of cards, he!ll open the envelops
showing who is which numbers, notifying both the wimner and Yho Hble Srvt To Cmnd,
as to where to send the postere Simple, yes? No,

There is dso available a Corgi model ear Gif't Set #LO, known as "The Avengers
.;uto Gift Set'. It is simply enough a pair of towscale aubtamobiles and a pair of

inmrines,

Ah, but what autes and what figwrines., Though the bex features the 129 Green
Bentley comvertible, the box Itself comtaims Steed's other Bentley, the 127 red
IeMans L Litre convertible ("There is, by definitisn, nothing wrong with a Bente
ley, My dear Mrse Peel",...Steedian quote from DEAD DUCK), alse Bentley, of course,
Sitting in the Bentley is a grayesuited figure,..obviously supposed to be S teed/
MacNee, though not looking too much, if you understand what I mean, And three
little black furled, malacca handled wmbrellas, :

Also, a whits Lotus 2lan S2 convertible, supercharger, etc., movable bucket
seats, ralsable side windowss And a standing figure, white beattle cap, black hair,
white sailor suit and obviously supposed to be Incemparabls Mrs. Peel/Diana Rigg,
but again more care shows in the car than it dees in the figwine, alas, The Letus
Elan should be powder blue according to the colowr series s but maybe it was differe
ent in the first black-andwwhite series. The thing goes for $5.00 per, and fer
that plus o30¢@ postage and insurance, I'1) mail a set on to anyons lackirg the
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preper large Metropoliban area Hebby stare that earries the Cergi line of modsl
automobliles, At your service,

At the present %ime I am taking no advance subseripbions for EN GARDE #6,
Thers will be an EN GARDE #6, mbke yourself eomfortable on that point, Bub the
price maybe a great desl more than the eurrent SAM for EN GARDE, Tt will be
due out; approximaiely, ou the heginning of September, For a reason,

Yea these many Moors ago, when T was-in New Yerk City te attend the NYCOn,
the 25th World Seience Fiction Convention, I dropped by ARG and comned them eub
of some photos, Taking them back %o the overecrawded NiCon, I found myself the
center of attention of some hundred svid AVENGERS fans, all rabid at the sight of
80 m*.}ch‘ pictorial loot, Thab, my desr friends, was the beginning of EN GARLE,

So, raturally, the BAYCon 1scus...#6...will be the 1st Annish, in actual
faet, A scrawmy, ill~fad and poorly mimesgraphed #)1 came out that October, and
things just haven!t been quits the same in Festung Schullzhaus since,

T have often wished I were more literate, and more able bo easily grasp the
subtle relaticnshins others can easily see in the Real World about us) as well
as in the Weverwlever~land of the telly box, If no one else hes bee¢n, I certalnly
have been sadly aware-of how mush better each word or phrase ar page of EN CARDE
might have been, But, lacking this toush of genius, perhaps I've not failed so
badly after alls 59 armd LLMOCths of everything on”the Telly is pure un adulbere
ated whateveritis, but maybe between us,.me and you, the sudience out there, it
has been great fun enjoying something that isntt, Ome kind soul thought that I
had a great hesrt working on EN GARDE like this far so little return, Mzybe not
in physical returny tut it is Jolly good fun,

A toaste To the fatrést of Yerkshire roses, whe like a2 neutron busily

scurrying about in the pile, has chipped off this rarticle eslled EN GARDE, all
unintentional,

YOU DON'T NEED ISD TO TAKE A TRIP AND HAVE YOUR MIND BENT QUL & SHATE zfrafer,

: COuUrse,
to that most engrossing, stupefying and fartastic ef movies, a surd eontender far
next year!s ACADEMY AWARDS (if you hapoen te consider that an honer}, and sure
to be the most talkedwal movie af many years, ' '

2001: 4 SPACE 'DYSSEY, By now most of you have read other reviews, or,
hopefully, mede Herr's Kubrick & Clarke & Co, 2 bit hapreir (and richer) and
szen it yourself,

Basically the plot itself is almost nonevistent, the entire movie following
rather a kind of prewsrdination 4in everythig that happens, This is very nearly
The Ultimate Picture, mich less the Ultimate seience fiction movie, not far the
subtly of its actors or intershange af its plot, but by the deliberate usage of
what can only be cormveyed by motion picture f£ilm, There will ba a book out very
shortly, written by A4.C.Clarke and Stanley Kubriek titled 20013 4 SPACE ODYSSEYa
But don't believe it,-

Like an ISD high, there is almost nothing in this movie that can really be
presented to someone else throurh any other medium than the eye, Words just
literally falter and die in their deseriptions, for Kubrick made this film to

utilize the eye, aml the mind, armd as an aside, the ear, in as Ultimate a manner
as pessibles Special-effects are

mentioned, spaceships, moon

ferry's, space stations, the »
bitter black-white canttrast of o i i
anything under the airlesw are / % : :
of sun beating tlwrough space, sodl
Words, again, merely words, I e S e e o ale

say -that the Blue Danube,.,in
contrast to ¥hat we might more g s
- expect, like mgsic concrete, a4 T
or existentalist !dawn musich P A 1
from a wireless set,..suited ” R A 5 h
the entire movie mere perfectly 4 vy
than is imaginable, Agzin, it )
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is just words, And werds Just do not deseribe the almost sublimely coeexistentale
ist manner in which the Blue Danube swells and beats and grows and by some welrd
magic of the menner in which it is wsed, accentuates and makes ever larger than
1ife what is haprening on the sereen, The Gregerian chant of sheer frictioning
furbines and wordless Wwices that compromises much of the other music the movie
has just does not achieve this tremendous blend and heightening of the "high!,
Orce seen, there ean be no way any person on earth can think of 2€¢) without the
swell and rise of the Blue Dantbe,

Again, words beggar tie mebhod and impach,

One can say that Kedr DPuella and Gery lockwood ard HAL *8™, the computer, are
the threads upon which the peaxls of special effects are threaded, Again words
can not describe the visual impact of the inter-relationship aboard the Jupiter
vehicle, : '

It has flaws, pausos, thinly drewn segments, but they do not intrude, Even
that Irritating Gregorian Chant of the Machine bseomes part of the process, It
opens in 4 millien B,C, A featureless slab appsars nn the scere...and man takes
the first step tswards man-ress...,and he does it by lesarning to use a bone as a
club, to kill animals.,..anrd 6ther dawn~men, In exultation, he tosses the bone in
the air and it is a speceship, and we begin one of the most beautiful sequences
of the film,

We Jjourney through the space station, thence to the Moon, then to the site
where they nave fovrd,,.another featureless slab,

18 Months laber we are sbomrd the Jupiter vehicle. And against the drdary
background of solilude,..z2beard the most faseinating wehicle in history, This is
also one of the points few seem to understand, They conceive of Keir Huella and
Gary lockwood (formerly ef THE LIEUTENA'T, a faireto-middlin! telly series of a
few years back)as the stars of the movie, They are not,.

Seience, or rather Pregress (complete with capital letter) or your own favore
ite term, is the hero., Man is greater than man because he has not merely extends
ed his reach, but multiplied his abilities by a fantastic gegoplex of mentality,

a species extending itself deliberately inte Eternity, yes, Eternityl As the
reprosentation of this Man Plus Man Ultra Man Times Man Times, Man, Kelr Duella
aml Lackwood are merely representations of Man in the Mass, Et their side is the
Representetinm of Man In The Masss In The Singularge.eHAL, the terrifyingly calme
velced computer that is the ship to all intents and purposes,

While Duella and Lockwood are men, HAL is Man, Though flaweds..and how human,
how Manlike it is"to be flawed....HAL is Man distilled into a vital essence, with
Science, Progress, man's outward reaching, all a part of him,

For you see, Science, the idea that we can do More, is the hero, Not Duella
or Lockwood, This i=, of course, the theme of all true hardecore science fiction,

That though there night
be mz2in eharacters and
h & hese main character/s
%‘ 3 might seem to be part
3?‘;' of the standard "heroe

.
/ \ : Struggle" relationship,
/ e o -r‘”’fy‘ the real hero is always
W‘Mﬁ i \(,/" kw%ﬂ# gk the notion that Manfs

ot & " B

+ Spirit = 1,e,, in this
‘( society, Science - can

of mants pride in hime

. and given the chance,

' 4 : will, overcome all obe
\w..~ . stacles, This is in

N / faet the wverbalization

/ salf and his faith in
é )ﬁ/ S W what he may accomplishe
s 2 /Y : F In the course of
i & o =3 ' f o the film, HAL malfuncie
i k ions, becomes a bit ine

sare actually,

= - p— _—
i



HAL then deliberately destroys-Cary Lockwood ami attempts to do the same %o
Keir Duella, bub fails, In failing, Keir Duella is force to kill HAL, to un-key
his Higher Brain functions, to take away its volitién, '

Here we have the unique spectacle of both sides lesing and winning, because
both HAL and Duslla ultim tely remesent th: necessity of Man going further than
he has before, But Duslla mst win, for without Man's physical presenes, it cane
not be said that he has gone there, A physical rdpresentative of Man, must be
there, wherever There hapnens to be, :

In the end, Jupiter is finally reached, and finds another Monolibthic slab
flating in space zbout Jupiter, Reashing the slab in a mini-scout, Duella is
obviously taken on a Trip by the slab,

Here begins the negation of what Man has achieved to date, Duella, all unhw
willing, slidss intn some weird surrealistic landscape in which he slides Between,
Here again, verbalization breaks down in the face of what is esseniially a com
pletely visual experience, To state that it is 1like falling endlessly betuween
two infintely bottomiess e1liffs close to each other is like saying that there is
a great deal of energy released in the Solar Phoenix-fusion reaction,

For that also is not all, On parts of The Trip, sparkling entities = faor
all their shortness, one obtains the indelible impression that even Here -~ wheprew
ever Here is = there is senitence of some sort, To tremendous (again, words do
not do justice to what is heard and visualized) sheer expanding noise (the sound
of a Supernova heard in a vasuum?) accompanies Expansien, mulbicoloursed, enormous,
all=consuming Expansion, Are we in at the birth or death of Matier, the Universe,
or is this a tape-reel of Infinity reversed and the Unjverse played backward to
the guffaws of Essential Molecular and Atemic Movement?

In short, once again words are begrared to describé what is occurring. Can
you describe Green to a blind man, er Die Pastorale to an embryo in vivo? I':or
"special effects" can do nothing to establish a ene-one relationship to real:}‘by
when Mind conceives of what is/has occcurred. Ore might as well describe a plane
as something that is shinped in a sturdy Wocden bex. (And how do you describe
the "Hammer~Klavier! in reference to that descrintion?) )

Considerirg the mamer in which Heads deseribe a psychedelic experience ine
duced by ore of the mind-bending drugs, the matural thought springs to mind as
to how closé the Trip appreaches This Trip? I can only say that it is a Very Bad
Trip indeed,”if so, For Kubrick, nat content to rest on his laurels of "Dr.
Strangelove" , has used what is Available, in cinematic techniques, to produce
a Whole New Ball Game in filmemaking, :

In the end, it seems that Man, in the rersen af Keur Duella, is defeated.
Heoss2PPearseeesin a Closed System, That is it. Hr is there, Period. The 5 oung
of hls breath is counterpoint of what has eccurred,

(N, ..and now nccurs one of the most (ar will soon be) conmbroversial degquences
in the film; By cumning cinamtic work, Kubrick shows us Allergory, In scene
after scere, we suddenly become cogniczant sf one fact, And only cnee Keir
Duella will never leave this stylized, comfertable, well-lighted and charming
French Preovincial room again, He will live here, grow old here, eventually lie
down in extreme ancient age and die thers, Comfortable, well cared for, never to
want for anything or to see anybody er anything again, Except for Truth, The
Truth aof what-is His Situvation, but more imporitant, Why?

In dying, the Monolith reappears before his Death Bed, and this ancient
dying hulk of humanity peints a finger///accusatory?///at the Monolith, Te the
now suddenly slowly rising strains of The Blue Damube, we once more Feel and Seeq
Wé hear the Blue Danube, bubt is-onily part of an attack upon the Sense of ourw
gelves, Once more we see Earth, Barth viewed from Space...and Duella is ence
more an Embrye in vive (or in vitro if you prefer). He looks upon this world
that once more was his and more essentially upon the world of Mane

The Blus Danube rises to soaring olimax upon climax, the world revolved,
the embrys ~ the reBarn Man ~ looks upon ite. Curiousity? Camplacency? Unknowe
ing Gaze? A mistiness surroundes the embryo through all this, as if he were the
sourcs ef his own 1light, And the Blue Damube rolls en = inte The End, There is
ne clearwcut End, There 1s pevdr an End, you realize on contemplation (and hw
prephotic is that thought). This is the Story, It is not unsatisfyings. It is
wel that Kedr Duella is beconSt a Star in the firmamernt,” There 1s no Emd,
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There 1s rather a Promlse.

Thet Promise is Kept by the Allen, Machina ex deus er deus ex machina? Fer
implicit in The Promise and in its Keeping is that even in Eternity there Is Not
An Ende - | '

'y Me.m, singular, plural, aggregate, definitlve, adjective, noun and paonoun,
¥an, senitence, the nen~Rardomness factor of Matter, eall It wrat you will, it
will go on, There is Purpese. The Search fer Purposa, -

“ In Kelr Tuella being literally Re~Bern, complete with womb, tranmsperent fiuid
sac, the flight, the long, long, long years ef his (2) Imrri.sonmen'b-(?) 5 hs 1s all
unheard Given The Promiseand in ultimate fruitation, The Pramise is, for him as &
persconal lonely senitence, Kepte

Argyments as te the validity of my visuelizatimn of the end of the movie are
welceme, send to the editorial address,

But whatever happerns, you will not seon forget the movie, "20C1:",

STOP PRESS] STOP PRESS] STOP FRESS] There is a siight error on page 5§ For

info on the Toronts TripleFanFair, do not
write John Mensfisld, TInstead direct your inquiries to? Peter R, Gill, 18 Glen
Manor Drive, Toronto 13, Ontarie, Canada,

ATWAYS PROBIEMS Due to difficulties at The Shop; yho hble & obt srvt to crmd has

been placed on the Second Shifty due to lack of other personnel
in my classification being available, This is liable to continue indefinitely and
for quite a while, into the next year (barring a pessible Strike this September),

This has, quibe naturally, cut the beecjezus ocub of my "Avengers" viewing

gcheduls, not to mention my living routine, Due to conditlons beyond the control
of this station, correspondence with this station is liable to be even more
erratic than usual,

HIGHLY TLIOGICAL Hereln a partial listing of STAR TREK fanzines and organizations,
Attention is especially drawn to PIAK-TCOW, WHICH recently ran
a nindewarping pair of drawings showing = Would You Believe The Peel Of Steel and
The Vulean, Mr, Spcck? In light of that notion, I respecifully dedicate the facing
pagels drawing to all those misguided souls who consider Mr, Spock The Greatest,

IN=IDE ST PLAKSTOW ST=PHTIE ST National Fan Club

Bjp Trimble Shirley Meech Juanita Coulson Craig Highberger

117 We Kenmore Apt. B=8 Rte #3 L0 Brucewood Drive

LeAa, Calif, 260 Elkton Rd, Hartford City, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

200Ch Newark, Delaware Indiana, L73L8, 15228

81,00 per @, 19711(5 issues W50¢@ Dues $1.00 and two o0
for $1,00) stamps ,

IRONARD NIMOY MATIOMAL, DPOCKANALIA OMICRON CETI THREE VUICANIAN

ASSO0CTATION OF FANS Devra Iangsam Iyn Veryzer EN'ERFPRISES

Peggye Vickers Sherna Comerford 773 Keith Ia, Dana Friese

122 W, Carolyne Dr, 83 Lincoln Ave. West Islip. Long 850 E, 19th

Carland Texas 750L0 Newark, N,Jo 0710L  Island, MY, 11795 ~ Brooklyn, V.Y,

$2,00 per year plus 5088, #2 is now Local Club, $2 dues, 11226, Dues

four ,06¢ stamps, available, #25¢ a month,

There are others, but these seem to be the closast things to bei
ing real
viable and active enterprises. (Pun unintentional,) !

_ Those wishing te write Diana Rigg, Patrick MacNee, Linda Thorsan,
Julian Wintle, Brian H, Clemens, Albert Femnell are given the suggestion
of sending their missives to the above, c/o 4.B.P,C., Broom Road,

Teddington, Middlesex, ENGIAND, Homor Blackman, c/o G.A.C. Redwz
. ! +AC, v Titd
. 35 Datries St., Iondon Wel, EMGIAND, 5 / i ge

I bid you all adieu.
(2 )
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FARA STC TRANSTY

WARHOON: First we ses the slightly notorious Dick Geis risen from the grave and
his miraculously revived PSYCHOTIC, and then the return of the HARP,
My whole interlude in fandom is encapsuled between them, The very last FSTCHOTIS,
the Cult issue, was ome ef the first fangines that I ever read, along with one of
the last Oopslalseeewhich carried that enterprising and witty young fellow, Walt
Willis. Now Warhoon is in its third reincarnation and that interesting fellew is
still dead interesting, and PSY is riding the mails regularly again. Some people
wonder what ever happened %o the Sense Of Wonder, Bubt all thay need to do is Yo
read the words of WAWe It 1s not 2 peried of time, after ally, but a peried af
the soul, of the spirit, if you will,

I believe Rusty Havelin deseribed the SOW once as that period when you
gonceive of the World gut there as something to reach out and shake until it lets
loose what you want, and you conceive of yourself as the one to do it, Someone
else then said that it was when you saw Heroes upon the face of the earth, But
these and many more simply state that the SOW is a state of the mind, when despite
the gloomy aspects ef the werld, it 1s still someplace where Great Things Can Be
Achieved. I mezn that sincerly.

Walt, for all the nostalgic and sad overiones of this column, reminds us all
that there is still an occassional bright star up there, that all the universe
has not just turned into a garbage pit of the Gods,

* #* * -

His digressions into the Field ef writing, howsver, makes me wonder just what
is happening to the entire field of the Arts? No matter the quality sometimes,
scinfi taken as a genre or not, it qualifies under the capitalized Art at least on
the basis of its best works, Having besome a bit of a Theatre bug in the past
fewjears, a demressing resemblance is beginning to shape up with eur pro writing,

As various social, evonomic, technical and philsophical barriers crumbled or
rewshaped themselves in different forms, the Art of plapmwritirg has undergone
quite a number of basic changes in appreach and methodologys, The passioneplays to
the Georgian bedroom farce to the Operatic treatment to the IbseneChekhov realism
(with a message), they each in turn encountered resistance, rretest, change and
ware eventually incorporated into the main body of the Theatre, a new stasis then
eventually arrived at which the new generation rebelled dlainst, But recently
both sides of the Atlanbic has seem a disimillar and parallel development = er
non=development, if you prefer,

They had another Revolution and it sut its own throat,

While we were complaining about Campbell back in 156, the British were initw
iating "Leok Back In Anger" and an entire spirit of Revolution in the Theatre, At
the same time Stravinsky was suddenly "popuiar" and The Method achieved a sort of
overnight status as Heavenly Writ, In-quick succession the British follewed this
opening with the Theatre of the Absurd, the Theatre of Cruslty and an éntire gen=
eration of playwrights were about, This generation unilaterally rejected the Old
Forms of presentation and tried t6 create scmething entirely new out of whole
cloth, Tt is strange, by the way, that the British seemed to attempt this entire
ely with their plays, their actors never quite measuring up, and the Americans
tried this with their actors and the Method and never geeming to £ind the right
vehicle for The Method,

They both falled, even on those sccassions when both the Method and The Flay
got together on the same stage,

The Revolution is still going on, it is far from dead, and a miracle might
Yet hopefully pub the 1lie in my teeths But it has already dug its grave by rejeciw
ing vhole=hog the traditional play and its presentation, in fact that vast and
ready structure upon which they could have built se much. The somcalled second
generation of playwrights of the New Wave are generally lacking, as are the 2nd
generation of the Methed school, the paltry few of the latter reashing us proving
to have little understood the lessons of Artaud and Stravinsky. They have received
neither an adequate schooldng nor are coming fath inthe mubers the frenzy of
The Revalution should heve preduceds, IU hasnit progresseds



Rather, a sert of eerie stasis has crept into the works of the Revolutionists,
unnourished by flesh of new writers, Their werks are achieving 2 weird and glitte
ering instability and rhythm, muech like a madewup corpse, put through exactirg
paces by the barely=ssen puppetwstrings up above,

There'must be some sort of feedwback system in operation for a successful
revolution, including suppert from the ranks of those in the 01d Theatre, It must
be willing and eater to use anybhing and everything in the old system that each
writer considers worthwhile, GCaught up in the fire of something New, such was
not the case,

The similarities between that New Wave writing and our own New Wave is all
too obvious, They concentrated wholly on achievirg eommunication, a rappert bew
tween audiente and-actor by entirely mew metheds, Story=line, or plot, symbolism
and allergy itself, and most ppculiarly, dlalogue in a meaningful manner, was all
completely rejected,

" They set out to create Moods, Emobiens, fullwblown on the stage, by rituale
ism, stark mekewup, nonsense dialogue, nonsense allergy, anything they happened to
think would go over,

Similarly the New Wave hag all bul rejected Solence Filction in lieu ef chare
acter develomment and mood development with a semetimes fantastic background,

The scientific outleck on the Universe is sheer Poppycecks, They shout down with
Gernsback while really theylre attaocking the notion that Diseipline of Self is
necessary in arder to gome 1o grips with hhe big Universe out there, Scierce is
mere than a gimmick, however, it is a means of lecking at things, a means ef
grabbing what is out there and holding on teo it,

Instead the Character has beeome all impertant, and even that has tended to
become secondary tobhe vital need to creat a Meod, Which is all well and good,
any Art form tends to become static and turgid, But this intense preoccupation
with Form and Delivery to the deliberate exclusion of the story as a means of
writing smacks too much of burning one?!s bridges behind one,

The turning of F&SPF irnto a "1little magazine" of moodeart is ons sad example
of what can happen 4if one line of thought ofwriting is-follewdd too exclusivelys
Othér mags on the other hand just might look healthier, ANALOG being example of
onewline writing that willcame a cropper one day,

This new emphasis on characterizaticn is definitely a healthy enough reacgte
ion against the Nth generation of hardwline stf, But it 1s unhealthy to follew
it exolusively, As unhealthy as it has been for the threatre to split inte two
non-vizble erganisms, one traditional and one New WavVe, The Traditionalists are
not receiving the New Blood that they seo desperately need, The New Wave is not
recelving diseipline and fearm but is engaged in an incestuous relationship with
itself (er vempiric) and will net willingly have anything te do with the old
forms and presentation, In those marrerly bounded areas like the interchange
between the Aldwych company and the Stratford company of the Royal Shakespeare
Company occur, legends of capability and vigour are being formed in owr times
This is what should be happening all over, blaat it} .

Similarly, the New Wave (even when written by the 0ld Wave, so teo speak)
presents us with this great feeling of sheer dynamism and energysseand no goale
Tt fairly burst with its toowinccherent attempts to say something while elsew
where speech is stifled with Tradition, There already seems to be signs of an
incestuous inebreeding meshanism at work, reinforcing all these bad exclusienist
ppineiples of writing,-exeluding thé - dialegue, the plot, estc,

On the othér hand, the 01ld Farm, not only in sif but in mainstream where it
is more evident, is rapidly going to pot, There is same incomplete blending of
Mood and Plot to be seen, but not enough cresseover writing is being attempteds
It all seems to be sither pretentious ecrud or sheer pulp pape

The mechanism by which this New Wave can be recomciled with the older folk
is nowhere in sight, No one who writes New Wave is imterest&d in "retreating”,
and none of the old types can perform the blending or they!d be deing it.

It is sheer and literal (and literary) waste,

A1l this talemt being engaged in imcest and all the 01d Farms wondering why
thsyfre being left out in the cald and frankly I havenit the foggiest as to wiy?

Will somsons tell ma?



NULI-F As long as you're going to continue Lo spread your owm existentalist

version of reality in lisu of the truth about that Lincoln-houghteidithe=
NYCon=Funds bit, lst me point a few minor details which perhaps escaped your
attention, One, I never started that rumour, I first heard of it last year
very shortly before the PhillyCon when I drove out to Teromto, and then found that
4% had preceded me home bto Detroit; when I got back, It was an Improbable rumor,
and T stated that when queried at the Toronto SF groupls meeting, I also stated
the truth to the best of my ability when gueried as to what had happened to the
NYCon monies, including the fact that no mention of financial status had coms
from the N¥Con Committee. You could have found this all out quite easily, of
course, by simply writinge Or in a hurry, by phoning Howard DeVere, who would
have been happy to act as messenger, My own phone is unlisted, which is why I
mentisn Howard, for ome example, A sSpeedy reply would have resulted from this
address, of course,

Unf ortunately you shoose to believe a rumour instead of seeking the truth,

An interesting thought is whebher suech a thing sould have gotten started if
any sort of imprombtou financial report had been put Terth, Even so, it 1s ex=
tremely dovbtful whether amyone actually believed that you would be so eold,
callous and greedy to actually do anything like that, But that bit of dirt was
evidently gleefully passed on by much of fandom and I leave it to your imaginates
ion as to why so many people could almost believe that of you,

0f course, after the snotty way you bugged Ben Jason for the TriCon monies
and financial report, etc,, and then sat on your duff since the NiUan regarding
those particular monies, it is small wonder that some people thot you were Just
deliberately sitting on the report, Any cracks made about dirty kettles in NIC
wore liable to be considered to be dead apt,

Come to think of it, just where is the NYCon financial report?

But, if you wish to give me eredil for forcing you to perform the common
cowrtesy of telling fandom where the NYCon monies were, far be 1t for me to deny
you this simple pleasure, I!1l be more than glad to take the honor eof being the
one who got you %o do something you should have done a long time before anywayse

It isn't everyone who can get free egoboo from Ted White,

# " #

Speaking of Ni¥en monies, it might be Interesting to hear your expianation
as to what happened te the program booklets of all those £2,f0 members who never
received ones Just because they didn't attend, is it now policy that they do not
become entitled to what they!ve pald for? One might almest say that you disregard
sther pesple whilst bleeding copiously from any slight which you think affects
your own self, Almost, But we here in FAPA know you better,

There is also another story going the rounds to do with Dirce Areher, some
Kelly Freas art, etc,, but unlike some irrespensible types, I'm going to wail une
til T know a few of the facts in the matter hefors shooting my mouth off,

% * *

You might also mention to Mre Porter that is 1b not exactly the Correct
Thing To Do, to threaten other people via the mails, regarding that "shut his
mouth" bit in SFWeekly, I trust the notation is received at your own address
as well, Not that I'd snitch to the Postal Polezei about it, fandom being too
close and'well«knit a group for such actions to be tolerated. Tt!s just not
good form, as the British say, Naturally libel suits are held in much the same
Llow regard for much the same reasons, regardless of whether 1libel actually exe
isted, Omse againy it should be possible for intelligent matwure adults to make
thelr points without undue recourse either to slander or to outside forces,

* #* *

I might also take this opportunity to thank Mr, Porter for responding in the
best itraditions of fandom and fair play, for rising above the pebty feuds of ov
time, If he had sent me a copy of the SFWeekly where he aocused me of spreadims
false and malicitus rumours about you, I'm swe I would have been quite uniwe-
essarily upsots So, thank youy Mre Porter, for never sending me a copy = the

SiWeekly wherein you accused me of sprreading false and malicious rumourse

In the spirit of that unselfish move Ly Mr, Parter, I'm grapting him the

maee ooaldoratien he gave me and am not sending him a copy of this FAPAcolunie



It?s always niece to know that there!s always somsone trying to put fandom on

a new moral plane, isnlt 1t7
# * *

Ch, come now Ted, such modesty 111 suits you, TYou mentioned in NULI~F that
you aren't Interested anymore in my Union activities, but your own witty and
sparkling comments In the NULL«F before this one helies your present commerntse
Why, the last time T heard abuut the subject from you, you seemsd to be positively
Incensed over the present laborw-management system So, I shall simply continue
a bit with those observations which you found so irteresting,

First off, if you really wish to engage in an intelligent discussion on the
faults in our present labor~menagement system, I'm sure we'd all be very interesté
ed in some constructive notions from yourself, Also, though not really nscessary,
some knowledge of what youire talking sfout might be considered desirable,

Thereforey I'm sure we'd all like to know your own bonawfides on the subject,
sither in the realm of actual exverience as a member of a shop Union member or as
a member of managementis Yeam, Or at least same notion of the research you have
actually wndertaken on the subject,

On my own side, I am unfortunately unable to make broad sweeping judgments
and allwencompassing statements, beilng involved somewhat deeply in my own 1ill
power struzgle at The Shop,

Of course I've spent at least some time in and out of a number of Unlons,
and have worked in enviromments ranging from that equivalent to an 1880's sweate
shop Yo a very up-tight UAW Skilled Trades shope Each plant and its labors
management problews hawe to be investigated anew, for therse are Just too many
differing forces in each situatione

I am still working for the same Company I wrote about yea these many moons
ago in FAPA, The notes themselves were published partly out of catharsis, partly
out of a need for FAPA pages, Nowadays it reads very, very one=sided, As might
be expected, considering the "Noweness" of the struggle then, The balance of
powver in The Slhiop was undergoing deep changes at the time and emotions were
running high at the time, ILater, they became even more charged, Positions on
both sides, however, have changed dramatically since then,e

In 1l months the Union mambership filed 261 grievances, To those who know
production shops, this is a great deal, Not even one of the major plants of the
Big 3 auto mamfacturers accumulate that many written grievances in that short a
space of time, This period ilmmediately followed that periocd wherein we becams a
UAW shep by secret ballot vote, Under the heady arema of powerful backing, the
Union membership did quite literally begin to push e hard = on the Campany.

Tn Forced Arbitration of those few of the grievances which were not settled
§in the shop"; a better than 60f showing was made by the Umlon, a better than
average score, and for such things as Company violation of comtract and iilegal
firing precedursess The 0ld Guard of managerent shoved itself to be unadaptlve,
and quite unable to respond to this new flexing of muscle on ILaborl¥s part in any
other fashion than that which used to work in the "scab" shop days of yore, The
result was two-folds

Labor managed %o rub Management$s nose in the dirt a few times, including
two wild-cat walk-ouls for which they were unable to punish anyons. And the
management changeds Personally, I think for the better,

‘Two of the 014 Guard, that sevenweight hold=tvers from the two=garagewshep
days, lefte Ancther was kicked upstairs, One was moved aside and has the equive
alent job of filing paperclips, The old owner sold out, after viewing the future
setwup, and the management shifts occurred when the new ownership moved in, The’
new Presidemt is a younger man, two cutside Wheels have revitalized things a bit,
and mamagement responds to Union pressure these days not only mare swiftly, bubt
on a whole more intelligently as well, '

Of course attibudes are hardening about The Shap again these days » bub that
oan be accurately attributed to the fact that Contract deadline is nearing and
negotiations are imvolving substantial fringes and contract language never before
seen at Inland Tool & Mfge Every "retreai? by someons else means $$85 to the
other side, you see, Still things are better. And I'd say that management 4s far
healthier than it ever has been there, as welle

Only careful thought is going to show the way to a betier labor situation,

~Yhos, Dick Schultze
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IE PRETENDERS

The (il Service

0"

Mrs, Stesl and I had just returmed
from Brighton, where we'd finished up
our toughest case, and were coming in my
front door when the telephone rang,
leaving us no choice but to answer it,

Tt was the Ministry, naturally,

" "yhatis up? asked the adorable
Mrs. Steel, reclining on my tweed couch
in her electric jump suit (or was it my
alectric couch in her tweed jump suit?),

"The Ministry has run up against
another vexing problem, Mrs, Steel, and
theytve asked us Lo begin on it straight=
way," I wrbanely replied, '

"0Oh blast," she murmured, rolllng
onto the expen51VB oxiental rug for some
mushups, "And I don't suppose we have
time for a magnum of two of bubbly
either?

"Sorry, ole girl, but rerhaps when
this one's over, we can paint the town a
tasteful bluewgrey.

"Ore would think that after saving
the new flying amphibious tank truck,
we'd have a spot of time off, But T
supnose duty does come first.* '

"You know, Weed, I've been thinking,"
she brighternsd up a bit.

"Oh? Welly can't complain about
progreas .\ g

"Thanks loads, But really, what
would you say if T told you we should
start thinking about retirement? After
all our expleils, returning the stolen
power gemss recapturing the escaped
cameleopard, and refloating the pound,
with me karabe-chopping seven hundred
villains with evil designs and you
umbrella~bonking as many more, don't
you think it!s about time we found pay-
ing jobs? This volunteer work with the
Ministry is all good and well, but my
inheritance and your sweepstake wimiings
are about all gone."

"Canital idea, Mrs, Steel, really
first rate, As soon as welve finished

© dmage

T

Has [ts Mmnents

by dave studer

this latest victory for justice and
the Queen, we’ll hang up my bowler and
your boots and find jobs,"

Mour only talent seems to be save
ing Britain from mystericus dangers,
and making brilliam, witty conversate
ions .

"Wetve never done anything else
together, except for keeping alive the
image of Britons as puritans by avoid-

ing all physical contacts Do you
realize that in all this time youlve
never even grabbed my knee? Think,
Weed, think what this has done to our
in the United States, No wonder
welre only summer replacements over
there i

"Ah-ah,
fore. pleasurel
an hour each week,
have enough time,"

Suddenly there was a knock at my

Mrs. Steel, business be~
And the show only lasts
We simply donlt

- impressive antique oak door,

‘Mrs, Steel oubraced me to the

- door, and opened it to find two Amere

icans, I knew they were Americans
because of their blue jeans, football
sweaters, and bubble gum.

t"Come in, come in," I cried,
gesturing grandly. "“You must be the
CIA men the Ministry said were worke
ing on the case with us,"

"Well, yes, yos indeed, we are
that, And you are John Weed, I'm
Kenny Rubenstein and this is my'nartﬂ-
er, Alexander the Scot,

"Pleased to meet you, Scot,"” I
told the other man,.

Nithy is there air?' was his only
reply. Seered like a cryptic sort of
chap, but T decided to try again be~
fore judging him too harshly,

"Gentlemen, this is Mrs, Steel,
my cohort and constant companiong®

"Pleased, Mr., Rubenstein, Nre
Seot, TIs this your first trip to
Britain, Mr. Scot?"



"I started out as a child,"

I had 2 suggestion,

"igtts get down to usiness, 2The
Ministry wants uzs to trace a missing
obieet for them,"

"Ah, well, cool, and yes," That
was Rubensteintls answer, I think,
"Like, what's missing™

Mrs, Steel shook her gleowing auburn
locks at him disarmingly.

"The Minlster of Defense has lost
‘his personal dirigible,”

"Dirigible?™ asked Rubsenstein, -

“Yes, old boy, diriglbls, blimp,.
balleon, zeppelin, The Defence Mine
ister has lost his personal dirigible,

I tried to get my point across in
simple languape, but I had a feeling
we werenl!t getting through., Ha kept
making tennis serves with my tightly
furled Bond Street umbrslla, swabting
my bowler up and dovm the room, I
said nothing to him, feeling that
Angle=fmerican relations were more ime
por‘tanb.

At this poimt Mrs, Steel was on
ber hands and krees on the floor,
purring and rubbing against my legs.

I pretended not to notice,
. Rubenstein suddenly snatched my
trencheoat and pulled it on.

"letls get with 1t, baby, How
long has this balloon been missing?
Cimon Ssottyy!

"Right, right,!

It took a while to sort out what
hetd sajd, but as he leaned onto his
notereyclie, I shouteds: "It's been miss-
ing since 1923{" '

I don't want to go into detail,
but when he heard that somebhing in his
Americen mentality couldntt quite handle
the idea of searching for a dirigible
missing fer these li5 years, His
notorcycle missed my drawbridge and he
ended up in the moat, We later dredge

8d up the motercycle, but hs was
mver Tound,

Alexander the Seot mlssed out
on the sccident because when Rubene
stein left, Scot was arm-wrestling
with Mrs, Stesl acress my leathere
topped desk, She took four falls
out of seven for the victory, Hule
Brittania and all that,

later, she and T cleared up the
mystery, which had been left uncov=
ered due to a tremendous backlog of
eases (therels ore corcerning some
chap ramed Fawkes, who was in the
fireworks business which no one wants
to tackle right now),

The balleon, which was a demone
sbrator given to the then Minister,
left with him when he retired,

(Mrs. Steells brilliamt, logical
mind deduced that), It had been
used Yo hold up the southern end of
the Isle of Man sinee 1923, when 1t
sunk due to the Depression,

But we still Had to find work,
We racked our brains (figuratively,
of course) for weaks, Then Mrs,
Steal came up with a perfect solution.

I'm a checker in the lecal fishw
ardechips shop, and she pumps gas
down at the corner, I've married 2
Cockney girl who lives on fish and
chips and shets having an affair with
a Judo instructor from Liverpool who
sells eneyelopedias on the side,

On weekends we both teach University
ecourses in eriminal psycholegy, to
keep our hands in,

Never know when we might want
to make a-comeback, Perhaps in
coler, too,

=gdave studer=

carleton university
THE SUPPLEMZNT
January 19, 1968






The Avengers, like all esthetically
pleasing creations, iz more than the
sum of its partsj which should not deter
us from praising the parts as well as

the whole, No small credit for the
bubbly charm of the show is due to
laurie Johnson's superb music for the
show, Mo enterprising mamufacturer of
records has, alas, yst seen fit to
provide us Avengerphiles with a sound
track album of the telly show, but
three versions of the AVENGTRS theme
jtself are currently available,

A11 three follow the arrangement
that we heard on the show (2md heard
is the proper phrase, for the advert of
Tara King has brought the inclusion of
her theme with the music during the
closing credits, and these three antew
date the changes s in the sense of the
same sonic things happening at the same
time, Two, however, use differemt
orchestration from that employed in
Lauris Johnscnts version,

=
INY L

-HANK DAVIS-

The first of these is UNDERWORLD
{F ontana Recordsy MGF 27565, mono;

SRF 67565, stereoy both 8L.79) by the
Reg Guest Syndicates Reg Guest is a
British pianist (jazz, I believe) and
does most of Dusty Springfieldts arrang=
erents, This record tries for unorthe
odox instrumentation, employing a
transichord (sort of an electronic
accordion, say the album notes) and

gix and twelve string bass electric
guitars, Interesting, but not terribly
masical. In the AVENGERS theme here,
one of the bass guitars is handling the
melody proper, which is given to
strings on the show, I prefer strings.

Almost irevitably, James Bond is
on the records the JAMES BOND THEME,
GOIDF LIGER and THUNDERBALL. Like other
recordings of the music, they suffer
by comparison with the soundirack veras
sions, By wesing his unusual instru=
mentation, Cuest manages to make the
music sound fresh, at least, THE
SAINT theme is here, A lack of vare
iation In dynamics makes it rather
monotonous, Guestls group performs
THE MAN FROM UNCIE at a sprightly
paces Enjoyable, even if beat overw
whelms melody. The theme from BURKE'S
IAW wasn't much to begin with and
Guest can be forgiven for not doing
much with it but not for ineluding it
in the album, Guest has included two
of his own compositions: UNDERWORID and
GUYS, GUNS, DOLIS AND DANGER, Kindness
forbids saying more than that they are
highly undistinguished,

After the AVENGERS theme, the high
point of the album is the theme from
THE RATCHTCHERS, I know not who or what
The Ratcatchers are, but I liked the
tune enough to generate hopes of runne
ing acrogss it again in the futureg
this time, hopefully, incarnated in
more congenial instrumentation.

Second best of the treatments of
THE AVENGERS theme is, surprisingly,
at the hands of Jerry Murad'ls
Harmonicats, Y¥CGREAY THEMES FROM TV
AND MOTION PICTURESs Harmony Recordsj
HL 7423, monoj HS 11223, stereoj both
$1.89)e Like the Reg Guest disk, this
record has a mere ten rmmbers on it,
but. the low price makes up for it,

The theme from The Show comes off
nicely with harmonicas, I was pleasanily
surprised to find, The three harmori
icats are backed up by an organ and
rhythm section, which includes an
electric guitar that comes unplsasantly



close bo drowning out the harmonicas at
timES‘

Many Avengerphiles may be repelled
vy this version of The Theme, for none
misical reasons, Some imbecile has ine
cluded suppnosedly sinister sound effie
echsy and not very good ones, Just
before the music begins, a gun is heard
firing, Tt sounds like a cap pistol to
me, Then what is supposed to sound like
a skldding car (but doesnit) screeches
from ore spesker to the other » crashing
glassily, Then the music starts, but
the sound effects continue, unfortunate
ely, I mentally tune out the sound
effects when I listen, Others may not
want to take the effort,

Instrumentation varies from band
to band, The three harmonicas y ¥ith
only drmms for support, perform a
thoroughly enjoyable rendition of THE
PINK PANTHER, Alsc on the album is
the theme from THE SPY WITH A COID
NOSE. Forget it} THE PETER GUNN theme
comes off nicely., On this band, a
wordless female chorus is present which,
happily, manages to stay out of the way,.
BORW FREE 1s here, but does not sound
its best on harmonicas, And this time
the chorus is c¢loying, MOON RIVER is
another song that 1s not suited to hare
monica treatment, CEORGY GIRE is
played in sprightly fashion, but the
female chorus louses things up by sing-
ing "Hey There, Georgy Girl" and
nothing else at all too frequent intere
¥vals, Curiously, there are cuts in
the melody, Harmonicas alene do WIVES
AND LOVERS and CHARADE, They do as
much with the former as anyone can be
expected to do, The latter comes off
pleasantly melancholy, Finally MUSIC
0 WATCH GIRIS BY is enjoyzbly done
and this time the chorus of girls ene
hances, rather than detracts,

The cover deserves special comment,
A lass 1s shown, dressed in leather

(insofar as she is dressed}, with long
black hair streaming down her shoulders,
one conquering foot placed on a heap of
incapacitated villains, and a harmonica
in one hand, WMrs, Pesl, she ainfts
but she. apparently can take care of
hﬁmel-f.

The best version of "The Avengeran
theme appears on THEMES FOR SECRET
AGENTS (London Recordsy SP LLO76; aw
vailable only in stereo; §6,79) by the

Roland Shaw orchestra, Shaw follows
the orchastration on the show quite

¢loselys The brass is a bit harsh;
which is true of most of the other
mimbers on the dise,

Also making the scene are five
Bend themess THE JAMES BOND THEME,
FROM RUSSTA WITH LOVE, THUNDERBALIL,
GOLFINGER and MR, KISS KISS BANG BAlG,
With the exeception of FROM RUSSIA WTTH
IOVE, all are performed mechanieally
and sometimes hysterieally. They do
not make a very good showing alongside
John Barry's original versions,

Shaw's performance of THE MAN
FROM UMCIE 13 more gratifyings a bright
brassy and movirg number, I SPY comes
off nicely, though I was irritated by
the elsctric guitar punching out the
beat at a volume dispropertionate to
the strings, THE IPCRESS FTLE has
that guitar again, sounding remarkably
sour this time, THE SATINT sounds very
tired, Shaw glves us a surprisingly
slow and draggirg version of the
theme, THE SPY WHO CAME IN FROM THE
COLD is very tender and lyrical, OUR
MAN FLI'T has a bongo section which
is far too long, followed by that
damned guitar at its sourest.

Throughout the record, Roland
Shaw gives the impression of trying
too hard, There are strirgs on most
of the performance, but the other
forces df the orchestra tend to shout
them down, Things just dontt blend,
though this may be due to the record
being a "Phase Four Sound Spectact-
ular," with undue emphasis on sounds

The front cover of the album is
a poced photo, and shows one bald be=
spectactled gent in a 1lab smock, who
is playing with vials full of colered
wator, plus one obvicus bad guy with
2 rifle, plus another gent who looks
alarmigely like Sean Connery (whick
is probably intentional), plus threé
remarkahly scrourgy looking damed.
Much to be preferred is the back cover,
A photo montage of secret agents, ine
¢luding the Dashimg Duo of Steed &
Peel. Also shown is another cool
couple, namely Culp & Cosby. I1lly2 &
Napoleon are alsa on board, for those
wlro 1ike that sort of thing.

«hank davige



Mit Schivm, Charme
. Melone

TWo ARTICLES FROM SERAVOY MAGAZINEs TRANSTATED BY STEPHEN H. LEWIS sss.s



Hier sagt Diana Rigg den Minnern
die Wahreit, Und sieverrit, wie der
Manniheer Triume aussizhbt, Millionen -
Fernsehzuschauer kemnen Diana als die
kaltschrfiuzige Suner-Agentin Emma Pesl
in der TV-8erie, "Mit Schirm, Charme
und Melone®, Unsere ERAVO~Ileser lernen
mn eine andere = dis private Diana
Kennens scheu, gefthlvoll, entmffnend
ehrlich, .

DIANA RIGGs -

Ich hasse gehbne Mnner}

8rAVO: Dianay, in Deutschland hat ihre
serie "Mit Schirm, Charme und °
Melone" , wie eine Bombe eingeschlagens
Die ILeute reissen sich darum, alles won
ihnen zu erfahren, Es gibt nicht viel
von ihnen, was ihre Fans noch nicht
whssten, Es sei denn, wir sprechen
ubersse
DIANA: ssacdle Liebel? h
BRAVO: Ja, gonaul Woher wissen Sie,
was ich Sie fragen wollte?
DIANA: Oh, ich kemne die Manners Ich
sehe as ihnen an, wenn sie mit
solchen Fragen: kommena, Und dann denks.
jch, "Vorsicht, Dianal!
FRAVO: Vorsicht? Warum?
DIANA-: Vorsicht vor dem Thema.  Es jst
selr schwlerig, darauf zu ante
worten,
Bliawgs Diana, haben 8ie einen Traurmann?
DIANA: Haturlich., Jede Frau hat mehr
oder weniger einen Typ, von dem
sie triumt. Aber sie behlt ihn fur
Sif'ha .
BRAVO: Wie sehen Sie ijhren Traumm?
Ist er ein Draufgbnger? JIst er
schichtern? Darf er unerfahren sein?
Oder ist es der Bertihmte Ju.nge nit den
graven Schlafen? .
DIANA: Er soll attraktiv sein, Das st
natrlich wichtig, Damit meine
'4¢h aber gewiss nicht Ausserlichkeiten,
FMir manche Ieute 4se Jean Paul Belmondo

MMssiich, FWr mich ist er sehr attrake
tiv, Er liegt rein vom Gefwhl her

germau auf meiner Wellenltnge, Eine
Frau sptrt so was. Ich mag an ilm
seine Ironie unde seine nneitle Halt-
ung. Er h t grossen Mut, er selbst zu
sein, Was das Alter bebriffts: Tch
halte es fWr nicht so wichtif, Umd erst
recht nicht, cber grauwe Schlfifen hat,
Das ist mir egal.

Here Diana Rigg tells men the truth,
And she reveals what the man of her
dreams looks like, A million tele=
vision viewers know Diana as the im=
pudent super-~agent Emma Peel in the
tv series "With Umbrella, Charm and
Bowler" , Readers of BRAVO will now
learn about anolber - will meet the
private Diana: shy, sentimental, dis-
armingly homeste.

Diana Rigg:
I Hate Handsome Menl

BRAVO: Diana, In Germany your series
“"With Umbrella, Charm and
Bowlert has gore off like a bomb.
Pecple fight to learn everything aboub
" you, There is not much sbout you that
your fans would not like to know.
So, let us talk aboub...

DIANA: oeelove?
ERAVO: Exactlyli How dld you know what
I wantad to ask you?
DIANAt Ohy I know men, I see 1t in
their faces when they come
with such questions. And I think,
"Be ecareful, Dianal"
BRAVO: Be careful‘-"' Why?
DIAMNA: Be careful with that subject,
It is very diffieudt to
answer questions about,
BRAVO: Do you have 3 dream man, Diana?
DIANA: Of course, GHvery wWoman more
. or less has a type she dreams
about, But she keeps it to herself,
BRAVO: How do you see your dream man?
Is he a daredevil? 1Is he
cautious? Could he be immature, ine
experienced? Or Bs he the celebrated
young man with gray temples?
DIANA: He shonld be attractive, That
is impartant, of courses By
that T certainly do not mean on the
exterior, however, To many people
Jean Paul Belmondo is ugly. To me he
1s very attractive, He lies exactly
on my wavelength purely from emotion.
A woman feels something so. I like in
him his {rony and his unconceited be=
havior, He has great courage to be
himself, As far as age is concerned,
I don't consider that so important,
And 211 the less whether he has gray
temples, That doesnlt matier to me.



FRAVO: MWsste er ein Sportstyp sein,
stéhlern, durchtainiers?
DIaNA: Es gibt wicktiegere Dingsi Wenn
er ein gutes Gewicht h*t, na
schdn., Wenn er d'nn ishy auch, IJch mag
aber nicht die Sorte Mauner, die sehr
fett sind - aus Trhgheit fett - und sizh
dann auch noch umwiderstehiicn wvorkomm-
en, Meislh sind es auch roch dle, welche
hinter mir her pfeifen, Ubrlzens: !
Muskelpakete hasse ich, genauso Schibne
lingee, Sie leben ausschliesslich in der
Exwartung, bewundert zu werden, Das ist
sehr anstrengend}
ERAVO 2 Und seine Haarfarbe? Wie soll
ihr Traumann seine Haare tragen?
Dirfen es lange Haare sein? Oder ist
die Farbe seiner Augen wichtiger?
DIANA: Neing nein -~ das ist alles
nicnt entscheidend.
BRAVO: Misste ihr Traumann ein Salone
1%we sein?
DIANA: Er sollte in Gesellschaft kein
Spielverderber sein, Er sollte
auch ohna Riesermengen Alkohol ein
netter Unterhalter sein, Wichtig: Er
darf auf keinen Fall versuchen, "eine
Schau abzuzlehen", Ich kann es nicht
leiden, wenn Manschen in Gesellschaft
sich plBtzlich anders geben, als sie
in Wirklichkeit sind,
BRAVO: Wie oft sollte er ihnen sagen, .
dass er sie 1liebt? Einmal am
Tape? Otter? -
DIANA: DInmer dann, wenn es nbtig ist.
Ein Mamm muss ftthlen, wann eine
Frau so was hBren mbchte,
BRAVO: Darf ihr Traummann Schwachen
haben?
DIANA: Oh, er muss sie haben, Ich
halte Manner, die von sich be~
haupten, dass sie ohne SchwidcHen sind,
schlichtweg fur unausstehlich. Ich
welss, viele Manner behaupten gern
etwas Derartiges von sich. Meist sind
eg Verklemmte oder Hampelm#uner,
Jeder richtige Mann hat aush Schwichen,
Er muss stark genug sein,.um diese
Schwichen gu=zugeben: dann erd er fur
mich liehenswerter.
BRAVC: Stellen Sie sich vor, 8ie
hitlten ihren Traumann gefundsnese
DTANA ¢ Wunderbar}
BRAVO : ,..3is hBlten ihn gefunden und
lebten mit ihm zusammen, Sie
stscen. mn gemeinsam beim Frithstbck.
Derfte er bei dieser Geolegenheit aine
Morgenzeitung lesen oder sollte er sich
in jedem Moment um sie Xtummern?
DIANA: Tch wirde ihn darum bitten, sich
nicht in jedem Moment um mich zu
Kimern HNathrlich sollte er lesen, wenn

BRAVO: Must he be a sporting tyne,
waell=disciplined?
DIANA2 There really are more impor‘ba.nt
thingsi If he has a geed build,
then fine, If he is thin, the sams, I
do not iike the kind of men who &r
far « fat from laziness « and thus keep
themselves from being attractive. Most
of them are 4dl so those who whistle at
me, Moreovers I hate packages of
muscles, and just as so handsome ones,
They live exclusively in the expectat-
jon of being admired., That is vory
Tiringl
BRAVO: And the color of his hair° How
should your dream man wear his
hair? Could it be long? Or is the
color of his eyes more importarmt?
DIANA® Noy, no, = all that is not
~ eritical,
BRAVO: Must your dream man be a
ladiel's man?
DIANA: He should not be a wet blanket
af, parties, He should alse be
a good conversationalist withoub
quantities of alcohol, He must be no
means try to "steal the shouwt, I
cannot stand it when men at parties
suddenly begin to act differently
from what they really are,

BRAVDO: How often should he tell jyou
that he loves you? Once a day?

More often?

DIANA: Always when it is necessary,
A man must sense when a woman

would like to hear it,

BRAVO : May your dream man have wealte
nesses?

DIANA: Oh, he must have them. I cone
sider men who claim of them=

. selves that they are without weal

nesses simply insufferable, I know,
many men readily elaim something of
that sort about themselves, Most of
them are puppets. Every real man also
has weaknesses. He must be strong
enough to admit these weaknessesg

then to me'he becomes worthy of lave,

BRAVO: Imagine that you have found
your dream miflsse

DTANA 2 Wonderfull

ERAVO:,..You have found him and livsed
together with him, You sit

together at breakfast, May he at

this time read a morning paper, or

should he tend to you every minute?

DIANA: T would ask him to not look
after me every minute, Of

course he should read when he wambs,.



ilm danach ist, IEr whrde mir damn
Gelegenheit geben, dartiber nachzudenk-
en, wie ich am schbnsten mit ilm den
Tag werleben lddnnte,
BRAVO: Sollte er Sie immer und %berall
besindrucken?
DIANA: Das wHire das Langweiltigsle,
was ilm einfallen kbmnte}
Furchtbar}
BRAVC : Aber wir sprechen doch von ihrem
Trawmann, Sollte er ihnen -
nicht wenigstens Wberlegen sein?
DIANA: Typisch, ihr Marner} Wamm, um
Gottes wi_'l_len, muss ein Traums
mann denn Wberlegen soin? Ich fAnde es
herrlich, wern er verwundbare Stellen
h@.ﬁue'

jch ihm weiipstens ein=order zweimal

bei einer Dummheit ertappen kbmnte., Es .

whirds ihn fér mich sehr anziehend

machen, Etwas anderes ist es mit dem

Grad seiner intelligenz, Man muss alle

Fraven von dem Irrtum bewahren, dass es

mur gescheite Minner gibt, Das ist

ganz sicher ein Fehler, Ea gibt sopar

Méaner, die den Intelligenzgrad eines

mivtleren Orang-Utans mitbringen. Meist

hajten sie sich auch noch fYr sehr

geschicht,

HRAVO2 Soll er ihnen Winsche erf®llen,
mit denen er nicht einverstanden

ist?

DIANA: Er scllte das nich tun., Ich
whrde es ffir inkonsequent halt=

en, Ich glaube, dass ich auf soleche

Whnsehe auch verzichten kbnnte,

BRAVO: K%nnten Sie sich vorstellen,
dass ihr Traummann sich gewisse

Unarten zur Angewohnheit gemacht hat,

und musste er solche Angewohnheiten

jhnen zuliebe aufgesben?

DIANA: Das kommt darauf an, W¥nn ich
sicher wre, dass diese Angew=

wohnheiten zu ihm gehbren, wie die

Streifen zu einem Zebra - dann wurde

iech sie ilm lassen.

BRAVQ: Wieviel Freiheit durfte ihr
Traummann f4r sich haben?

DIANA: Jedel

BRAVO : Verlangen Sie die gleichen
Rechite wie er?

DIAIA: Naturlich. Wir leben doch nicht
in Mittelalter,

BRAVG: Und Eifersucht?

DIANAt ,.oT5t das Salz der hiebel

BRAVO: Welche Eigenschaften sind fir
itren Trawmmann wichtig?

DIANA: An erster Stelle Intelligenz,
Damm Grossztgigkeit, Tcleranz

und eine gewisse Erziehung, Wer gut

erzogen ist, hat auch gwel weilere Eigen=

schalten, die eng damit ausammerhfAngens

Er liesse mir die illusion, dass.

.once or twice,

He would then give me the opportunity
to think about how I could best spend
the day with him,
BRAVO: Should he try to impress you

: a)l the time and eveirywhere?

BIAYA :That would be the most tiresome
.. sthing that could happen to him.
TERRIble
BRAVO: But we are speaking of your
dream man, Shouldn't he be
considerate of you at all? d

. DIAMA¢ Typical, you men} Why, for

God!s sake, musta dream man
be considerate? I would find it won-
derful if he had vulnerable spots,
He would glive me the illusion that T
could trap him in a mistake at least .
It would make him more .
interesting to me, In addition, there
is. the degree of his intelligence.
All women must be kept from the srror
of belleving there are only intellige
ent men, That is gquite surely 2 mise
take, There are even men who bring
alonz the IJ of dn orangutan, Most
of them consider themselves very :I.n-
telligent ag welle

BRAVO: Should he satisfy those wishes
of yours that he doesn't
agree with?
DIANA: He shouldntt do t.hat. I would
consider it contradictory, I
believe that I conld give up such ¥
wishes,

" BRAVO: Can you imagine your dream man ¢

making certain bad manners ine
to habits,fmi wuld he have to give
up such bad habits for your sake?

DYANAs That comes to this, If I were

sure that these habits belonged
to him as the stripes of a gebra =-
then I would leave them alone,

BRAVO: How much freedom would you allow
your dream man to have?

DIANA: A1}

BRAVQ: Would you demand the same
rights as ha?

DIANA: Of course, After all, we arenfi
1iving in the Middle Ages.

BRAVO: And jealousy?

DIANA: pe0Is the salt of lovel

BRAVO: What qualities are important
for your dream man?

DIANA: First of all, intelligence,
Then generosity. Tolerance

and a certain education. tfthoever is

well educated has in-addition two mars

guazlities whioch are closely cornected:



Tolevanz und Anpassungsversigerns

FRAVO: Haben Sie noch etwas vergessen,
Diana?

DIANAs Ja, etwas vielleicht nochs: Verw
sclwiegenheit, Mein Trauwmann

sollte kein Sclntzer sein, Das whre

ein PMifstein fr mein Vertrauven zu

ihme Ich kann MAnner nicht leiden, die

ihre Ercherungen und die Schwichen ihrer

Freundinnen mit Unbeteilligten durche

hechain,

BRAVOs Diana, stellen Sie sich bitte
folgende Situation ver: Ihr
Traumann erklirt ihnen in allen Einzels

heiten die technischen Voraussetzungen
far die landung eines Raumschiffes auf
dem Mond, Nachdem er sorgiltig alles
erlintert hat = etwa zwei Stunden lang -
~, sagen Sie ihm ungertiht, dass sie
den Anfang seiner Erkldrungen nicht be
griffen haben, Wie sollte er reagieren?
DIANA: Er sollte einen Weltatlas nelmen
und ihn mire Yber den Kopf hauen,
Nach zwei Stunden} - Ich glaube, das
wire ein Situation, in der er nicht
anders reagieren dirltel
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Tolerance and adaptability,.
BEAM ¢ Have you forgotten anybhing

else, Diana?
DIANA: Yes, perhaps somebhing elses
discreetness, My dream man

should not talk teo freely, That
would be a test for my trust in him,
I cannot stand men who dissect their
conquests and the wealmesses of their
girl friends with outsiders,

BRAVOs Diana, please imagine yowrself
in the following situation:
Your dream man explains to you in all
detail the technical conditions fer
the landing of a rockstship on the
Moon, After he has carefully explained
everything = perhaps two hours in
length =, you tell him calmly that you
did not understand the begiming of
his explanation, How should he react?
DIAMA: He should take an atlas and
hit me over the head, After
two hours}l I believe that would be a
situation where he would not dare
to do otherwise} g

s .//! _,,/r __,._L.l

lebt man ai’s?

Gangsterschreck g
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HOW DOES AN AVENGER LIVE ?



51e hat es geschafft, die wefb-
lirhen Fernsehzuschauer genauso zu be-
geistern wie die mBnnlichen, Jedes
Mddchen mo"chte einmal Emma Peel sein,
und Jeder Mann llesse sich gern mal
mit "Schirm, Charme und Melone" von ihr
aufs Kreuz legen, Wie das Private
leben von Emma Peel assisht - zeigt
Euch ERAVO auf den MMchsten Seiten,

Das sind die Dinge, die Diam’
Rigeg am meisten liebt:

1) Blumen und Pffanzen, ¥berall, Sogar
in der K&che.

2) Eine harfe, aus Griechenland mitge=-
bracht, Diana liebt alke instrumente
und alte Musik,

3} Ihr franzo'sisches Koehbuch, nach
dem sie am liebsten ihre Abendmahw
lzaeiten "komponiert",

i) *Sergeant Pepper", ihre lLieblingse
Beatles=Flatte,

5) Trockenen Champagner schitzt sie zu
Jjeder Tageszeit,

&) Thr Maskottchen ist der Teddy., Seit
zehn Jahren schleppt sie ihn mit
hemmm,

4) Von ihren AntiquitW®en ist der Schau-
kelstuhl ihr liebstes 3tWek,

8) Bhcher aus dem Mittelalter., Jedes
. Stick eine Kostbarkeit,

9) Zigarillos, Manchmal raucht sis die
schwarzen Dinger sogar wirklich,

10) Die Matrosenmitze ist das Symbol
fur Dianas Segelledienschaft,

11} Spielkarten, wenn Freunde kemmen -
Poker ist "Emmas" grosse Schwdche,

12) Und das Bein, das im Hintergrund
aus dem Rahmen fH11t? Es gehbrt
dem Diana Liebt., Und dessen Namen
sie nicht verraten will -~ bis zur
Hochzeit §

She has managed to captivaie
female television viswers Just as
much as the men, Every girl would
1like to be Emma Peel, and every man
would gladly saerifice himself once
for her with "Umbrella, Charm and
Bowler. On the next page BERAVQ shows
you the private life of Emma Peel,

1) These are the things Diana Rigg
loves mosts ((Pictured)).

1) Flowers and plants, Everywhere,
Evan in the kiltchen,

2) A harp, brought from Greece,
Diana loves old instruments and
0ld music,.

3) Her French cookbook, from which
she most likes to "compose® her
dinners.

L) "Sergeant Pepper!, her favourite
Beatles record.

5) Dry champagne, which she treasures
at any hour,

6) Her 1little companion is the teddy
bear, She has carried him aroumd
with her for ten yoars,

7) Of her antiques, the rocking chair
is her favourite plece,

8) Books from the Middle Ages. Each
one is a valuable collectors item,

9) Cigarillos, Sometimes shs even
anokes the black thirgs,

10} The sailorts cap is the sgmbol of
Dianats passion for salling.

11) Playing cards, when friends ocome =
~ poker is "Emmats" great weaknesa,

12) And the leg extended out of the
picture frame in the background?
It belongs to the man Diana loves,
And whose name whe will not ro=
veal == until her weddingl

((Editor: I must note here that the photo where all this 4is mentioned is
a full two-page color thing - very mind bending - and sitting in the
antique rocking-chair is a frankly incredible Teddy bear, Gray, tatiy,
worn, loveable, and wearing a pair of sunglasses (foster grants?) and
holding a can of sun=tan odl spray. Also showm though not mentioped
is expensive perfume, Miles Davis records and an incredibly mini-siirt
on our most delectable and gracious mird.)



Emma tleibt ix Studio, Diam geht
nach Hause,

"Yon dieser Wohrung habe ich jahree
lang getrhumt," strahite Diana Rigg, als
BRAVO sie in London bdsuchte, Mit den
Gagen aus ihrer Fernsehrolle als Fmma
Peel in "Mit Schirm, Charme und Meloneh®
hat sich Diana ein zauberhaftes Zuhause
geschaffen, Teils mit alten Mbbein,
teils modern eingerichtet, herrlich
gemBitlich, eine stille Insel im Hiusermeer
der 8.Millionen-Stadt, "Sie hitien das
alte gemiuer schen sollen, als ich es
mietete” , srz¥nite Diana, Wenn sie sich
daran erinnert, muss sie heute noch
lachen, "Es war ein Witz aus der Zeit
der K¥nigin Vikboria,® Mit Hilfe eines
geschickten Architekten ist daraus ente
standen, was Diana ihre "geliebte kleine
Welt" nennt, Ein stiiles Nest im Stadtt-
eil Ste Johnt's Wood, wo der Grosstadb-
Irm schon verebbt, In dieser Wohnung
erimert nichts mehr an das knmallharte
Karate=und Judo-MAdchen Frma Peel, vor
deln jeder Gangster kapitulisren muss,.
"Boruf und Privatleben werden streng
getrenn® , ist der Grundsatz des Stars.
“"Ema Peel bliebt im Studio, Diama Rigg
gaht brav nach Hause

Brma remains at the studio, Diana
goes houg,e

"] have dreamed of this aperiment
for a year," Diana Rigg beamed as
HRAVO visited her in London, With the
salary from her television rele as
Bmma Peel in "With Umbrella, Charm amd
Bowler, Diana has made an enchanbting
home ‘for herself, Arranged partly
with old furni$ure, partly with modern,
exquisitely comfortably, a quiet island
in a sea of houses in a city of elight
million, "Tou should have seen the ruins
when I rented it", Diana told ws. When
she reminmls herself of it, she must
stiil laugh, "It was a Jjoke from the
time of Queen Victoria, ! With the help
of a skilled architect, there has arisen
what Diana calls her "dear 1little world",
A quiet nest in the part of the city
called St, John's Wood, where the din
of the metropolis already is dying away,
In this apartment, nothing s suggeste
ive of the ruthless karate and jude
expert, Emma Peel, before whom every
gagster must ecapitulate, "Professional
and private lives must be sharply dive
ided,” is the maxim of the star,
"Emma Peel remzins at the studic, Diana
Rigg goes bravely hame,*

((Captions to five lovely photos,))

({Scens inside the living room, bookshelves, magazine bench to rear, antique velvet
couch in foreground, Holland ceramic tea service on coffee table, Miss Rigg in
modified Mao suit and slippers on couch, holding her toy poodle.j)

Nichts findet Dizna gemtitlicher, als
an verrengneten und vernebelten Wochen=
enden viele Stunden auf dieser "Traum=
wiese" , eindm samibezogenen Sofa in
ilrem riesigen Wohnraum, zu. verbringen:
Sie liest (aber auf keinen Fall ein
Drehbuch), hért ihre Lieblingsplatten,
trinkt ab und zu einen Schluck Champagne
er und schmbkert in Kochblichern, um sich
neue Rezepte auszusuchene. Mit Vorliebe
probiert sie meue Gerichte aus und
Wberrascht jhre Giste damit, Ihre Koche
ktnste stehen bei Besuchern hoch im Kurs,
*Tch koche leidenschaftlich gern, Und
ich keche gut", versichert sie, Am

~sllermelsten aber geniesst Diana Rigg,
dass hder niemapd _ruft: Achtungl Avf=
rebms §

Diana finds nothing more pleasant
than spending many hours on this #dream
meadow' , 2 velvetwcovered sofa in her
huge living-room, She reads (but never
a seript), listens to her favorite
records, now and then takes a sip of
champagne , and browses in cookbooks,
picking out msw recipes. She is fond
of trying out new dishes and surprising
her guests with them. Her cooking skills
are highly rated by her visitors. "I
cook enthusjastically, And I cook
well," she declares. Most of all,
however, Diana Ripg enjoys the fact
that here no one callss Ritention]
Shootingl

({(Barefoot Diana in white flowing ankle~length whits gown, standing at the edge of
a large stream, staring high at the clouds overhaad,})



F¥r den Vorspann der Serie 18sst
sich der Regisseur immsr neue Gags 8ine
Tallen, Mal zeighb er Erma im haubtengen
Anzug mit der Pistole im Anschlag, Dann
im wallenden Gewand: Nicht nach Ganoven,
sondern nach Wolken sphhend,

For the lead-in to the program
the director thinks of newer and newer
gagse Once he showed Ema in skin-
tight apparel with pistol ready. Then
in a fluttering gown: not watehing
thieves, but clouds,

((Miss Riggin sleeveless single, dark, pendant, smiling over what looks very much

like a step-~cake.

Von den Fochnigshen hAlt Diana
n ichtg, Sie sorgte fir eine Kiche, die
so gross Ist, dags sie f%r ein kleinsres
Restaurant ausrsinhte, In der Mitte
steht der Elektroherd, An der Wand
Backofen mit Bratéhre und Grill, Khle
schrank, Tiefkthltrube, Gesehirrspli-
reschine und shmtliche raffinierten,
elektrischen Gertte, A4ls ihr Partner
Patrick MacNee wor kurzem nit seinsy
Frau bei ihr zu Gast war, lobte er:
"Du kochst zu Hause so gul, wie du im
Atelier priigelist,!

In the kitchen, mteh, pantry's, wall-stoves, oodles of
ascasgories and the like, all very shiny.

Tneluding her winsome smile.))

Diana thinks 1ittls of oocoking
alcoves, She likes a kibtehen which is
so big that it would suffice far a
amall resbaurant, Inm the middls stands
%he elsectric range, 4 baksris oven
against the wall, Refrigerator, deep
freeze, dishwasher and similar clever
electrical appliances, When her garine
er Patrick MacNee and his wife recente
1y were her pguests, he pralsed ler:

% You ecok ®a well at home as you fight
in the studio,

(( Barefoot, graceful, and calm looking, Miss Rigg is before a large twoepane
picture window, elad in a lace-mobif see-through dress of very mini-length and
{of course) a body-=suit, two=piece, a few semi=Georgisn houses in the court

below,))

Den Blick aus dem riesigen Fenster
ihres Wohnraumes fiber die sonntagge
stillen H%fe hat Diana besonders gern:
"Von hier aus kann ich sogar Bhume
seheng” Da Diana 1,72 meters gross ist,
kann man sich vorstellen, wie hoch das
Fenster ist.

t

Diana especially likes the view
from her huge livinge-room windew over
the Sunday=quict courtyards: "From
here I can even see trees,' Since
Diana is 1.72 meters ((57 838)) tall,
you can imagine how high the window
is,

((Stretched acrnss her big, big, big double bed, sheets ruffled, s¢lad in flannel

sami~Ton=ji suit pajamas, looking as charming as ever,

Poopsie The Grey Ghost

is on the bed probably wondering what this nut with the camera was doing,))

0ft daunert ihr Arbeitstag zuwbBlf
Stunden und mehyr, Naeh Drehschluss tut
ihr meist jeder Muskel einzeln weh, demn
die Fernoeh~Ganoven machen Diana das
Ieben nieht leicht. Wenn sie nach Hause
kommt, sinkt sie muerst aufs Bett, wm

sich zu entspannen, Zwergpudel "Poopie"
kuschelt sieh daneben,

Her working day often lasts twelw
houwrs or more, After the shooting
stops, almost her every sirgls muscle
aches, for the television villains co
not make life easy for Diana, Whan
she cames back home, she first falis
on the bed to relax, The small
poodle Poopie lies down next to hal's

((There are two other articles awvailable from BRAVO, but as they are merely rew
re~rehashes of the press releases already re=re-rehashed in the pages of EN
GARDE, T thought T'd spare you thems The fotos, however, all by John Kellys
are quite superior, showing imagimtion, a good sense of halzmce and colsr and
myviously a certain empathy with that fey creaturs kuewnt as Diznma Rigge . ohn

411y is ehvirusly A Cood Man,))

would you believe in a Safoot, 8+ inchos tall elf?
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TV WHICH WE READ OF ODD THINGS F f/‘?:\ Q
e = 0y

* As usual, this is the odde e )
bag, the jumble of misc, Things \e ,U/Z
and various press and magazine ; \\‘ /o
mentions of The Yerkshire Rose e Y e T
and other people comnmected with / :r', i L
NThe Avengers', or just because .

of obstinate Ediborial frenzy,.

CASTIE OF FRANKEISTETY, #12, ; leels J / b hn,

(price 435¢@) a quarterly journal L} T ERRG
for the Monster Movie buff primri]y,//% v oy »:"';2 S

ran a two~pager on The Avengers, é \>
Generally the article itself was /\/"
Just a ree-write of the Press - /

Releases ABC~TV has handed out, but (,\/

ore page consists of a lovely fobte

from "The Living Dead" episods, and

the obher-has a charming shot of Rigg & MacNee in enstume; If unavailable in

your area, write to CoF, ¢/e Gothic Castle Publishing Co., Edited-at 509 Fifth
Aves, No¥.Co, N.Yo, 20017, ZEditor is our ol! Calvin Thamas Beck, by the way.

TV Guide also ran an article recently (May L=10 issue) en Kate Woodville, the
1ittle lady who got herself bunped &ff in the very first issus of "The Avengersl,
Naturally this made her fianees, Dr, Keel very unhappys So he teamed up with a
Britizh Secret Agent named John Steed,...and "The Avengers" set out to avengerly
remake British telly., Xate herself later became Patrick MacNeet!s second wife,
The article does have its inaccuracles, re "The Avengers", ;

The sacond arficle of interest is the one from(May 2531)last week, concerns
ing "The Prisener’. The artirle explained not an awful lot actually about ths
show itself, but commented semewhat on MacNee!s drive to be his own master as
far as acting goed. I hope not a simgle one of you out there missed the first
showe If you did, you'll regret it, The thing is the sheerest blend of spy
thriller and-straight sciencemfantasy that T have ever seen on the boob tube,
Like "22391:", it is so much a visualwwithesound experience, wards start becomirg
absurd in deseribing it, "The Prisener” should be on everyonels must list for
this sumer, It is dlso very nearly the only thing on the boob tube,’apart from
our aum "Avengers" amd a straightferward spy thriller af fine quality, "Man In'A
Suitcase", which unfartunately happens to be opposite STAR TREK, 0ddly enough,
all three are British, -

Semething to do with quality, T supposé.

Emma And The Emmy: Or How Not Te Win An Award On The Idist Bax, As mest of you
out there know, there were twd categeries in the annual Emy Awards presentation
that I was looking, hopefully, for, "Best Dramatic Actress" and "Dramatic Series"
with sur peremnial charmer Diana Rigg and "The Avengers! out there plugginge
Japes Doussard, of the Louisville, K§., COIRIER=JOURMAL (May 19, *68)had this te
say about ocur favourites, :

"Dramatic series? Iargely on the basis of episodes before Diana Rigg quit,
the choice is "The Avengers®, that perennial midebterm dikeeplugger from England,
"Mission: Impossible" probably will win, and it 's not a bad show except that it
has fallen into too steady a patiern for pleasant weekly viewing.

Diana Rigg gets eur nod for female in a sowcalled "dramatic" series for her
role as Emma Peel on "The Avengers”, also a "comedy" in our opiniong"

Came the fateful hour (or two), and apart from some improberably labered nonw
humor put together as Master-ofeCeremonies routines by the above MC!s, the
blackest hours came after they had read the winners. ’

Damm "Missions Impossible'! And though she doesnft deserve it, being a lady
In the Tinest sense, I felt a few similar momemts of reaction for Barbara Bain,
the female lead,

I might add that due to her appeafances ;:his year, Diana Rigg will eligible

Ca



be for next yearts "Emmy® in Dramatic Femele Iead, There is an unfortummte tende
ency apparent both in the Academy Awards (and, bighu, in the Hugo's as well) and
in the Ermy's to give Awards to irdividuals fer a timeeperied when really what
theytve done isntt all that hot, Bub there is a certain cumudative effect in
oporation, and it is exceedingly pessible that Diama Rigg ( on her Way Up in the
entertaimment world, so to speak) might get an Emmy next year, The date may say
1568, but the award will actually be for what she has dons before that,

Which is a sad commentary on Oscars and Emmys, no matter how you slice it,

There are Didna Rigg/Mrs, Peel re=runs on the idiot box-right now, Watch fem
and weep, Jackson, for more moons than I care to eontemplate, theytird all we're
going to see of her,

By the bye, lacnard Nimoy, a contender for the Emmy for Male Supharting Actor,
for his work on STAR‘TREK, was beaten out by Milburn Stone, 'In case the name
does not ring = bell, think of the dirtiest idiot on GUNSMOKE, (fnd no, I don't
mean Marshall Dillon}) Festus, An Emmy?

There is also now a 5th book out, on "The Avengers®, The telly show it isnlt,
but this one doesn't seem quite so outeof-step as the Gorforth books, Hank Davis,
that inestimable Southrun Gentleman from the U of Kentucky, put his finger on the
main discrepency between the previous Garforth books and the "reality" of the
Telly show we all know and love so well, The Garforth books had good-to fair
ideas, at least adequate handling up to really sumb touchs in places, as well as
some game abtitempls at the sort of dialogue we associate with the Perfect Paire
But essertially the Garforth Steed wes literally a callous, cold-blooded, opportie
unistic professional who really didntt care all thet awfully about what happensd
to Mrse Pesles I mean, that it wasn't all that vital a Thing between himself and
Mrs, Peels Keith Laumer, despite some super-sliclmess of handling and obvious
usage of many mode s from the Retief Galadtic Diplemat series, managed to pubt
across the notion that though he was still a cold, callous, opportunistic pro=
fessionel, he would really care, I mean, sdmethirg Vital from his 1ife would nob
be there anymare and s¢ forth, Fortunately, the Retief type of story fits well
into the Avengers mold, not a perfect fit by any means, and Laumer has a great
deal of discipline needing to be coaxed into his system viswamvis those endings of
his = they just don!t hang together very well, Far thet matter, most of his mate
erial Tt've read lately and far from Jately showed a definite drop in quality as
the end approaches, He just deesntt carry off his finalel!s off as well as he
can his witty repartée and basic plot handling in the beginming ard middle,

Bubt essentially, Laumer did a much better job-thon Garfarth, The major diffe
erencé between Laumer and Garforth on the one hand, and Peter LeslieMacNee on the
other, is that the Berkley series have all tended towerds one outloock on Steed,
That he is more than a 1little slow on the draw sometimes, and 4if it wasn!t for
his female partners hs would have become a DSC (Pesthumoum) some time ago, Not
that "The Avengers" telly shows presents Steed as any Sherlock Holmes either, but
there is a definite difference in degree and intent, his disasters seemingly mare
in the line of bad luck than stupidity, in the Telly series. Science Fiction
Times also ran a review of the book, which they (I hopeeestoo late to get word
from them first) surely won't mind if I reprint herewiihs ‘

THE AFRIT AFFAIR: THE AVENGTRS #9, by Keith Laumer, Berkley X547,

1968, 128 pp, S0¢

"After a hiatus of six to eight months Berkley has issued anw
other in their (superior) serieswin-answeretoeicels=l,N.C,L.E, series,
of Avengers adaptations, It was well worth the wait.

Well knowm science fiction satirist Keith Laumer has taken the
authorship from Jahn Garforth ( laumer has two other TV-into-novel
adaptations to his oredit: The Invaders, Pyramid R=~165hs and Enemies
From Beyond, Pyramid X16895 and succeeds in maintaining the typic-
ally BritIsh atmosphere that, with the underplayed humor has gained
the pregram its Jarge and devoted following, {(Maybe Diana Rigg has
wamething to do with that t00esse)

( )



F ]

This novel, appearing after Emma Peel has been replaced by
Tara King on the telly, is a treat for us Emma Peel fans, still
fezinring the only authentic Avengers team us die=hards will
recotirdze, It also fealures the sneaky devilish Afrit = « Master
Cririnal, arch fiend -and sheer msany, |

What's an Afrit, you ask? ILet Keith Laumer entertain you
as he reveals the answer ] ;

= Dy Paskow =

REMEMBER BACK WHEN... For theose who remember the Good 01d Days, herets an old
slip that Bodhan Symak dug up for me, "American Girl
Watehers Sit Up And Take Wotice When Hazel Court Dashes Across Their TV Screens',

Hollywood = Not since voluntuous Hazel Court dashed across TV screens
in a mini-nightie in "Dick And The Duchess® has a British actress created
such a stir with American male viewers as has Diana Rigg,

Diana plays the appealing lrs, Pesl, heroine and co~undercover
agent with John Steed (Pabrick lMaclee) in "The Avengers", a sophisticated
gpeof on all the current spy nonsense, )

To welcome back the charming Miss Rigg, I placed a call %o her in
her flat ab Knighttsbridge, a district just outside London,

"Hello,Diana, I hope Some of my colleagues you've already talked to
were astute enough to welcome you back on behalf of all us American girl
watchers,! ; ’

"0h {she laughed, well, seme of them were women so they can be oXe
oused that,"
NT guess youlve heard the series has been well received over here,

TYes, welre very pleased about that, delighted and rather sur-
priseds Especizlly on the basis of its being an English series, without
any sort of compromise towards making it an Englishefmerican product,”

"Have you recelved any offers to work here as a result of this
popularity?

"No, not &Hat T've heard of," ’

"Thatls strange (sheer negligence on the part of our producers,
I thought), Tell me, Diana, have you ever been in the stateg?

And so on and so forth and sone The imterview (if there was such a thimgZee.s
it reads to me like he Just hoked the thing up from the Press Releases) went on
and on and on, No wonder American journalism is im such a state, This one was by
Paul Henniger, Los Angeles Times, sbout January, 167, I've many more clippimgs
like-{this, some of them with some unaccountably lovely stills of the lovely HMiss
Rigg, but the writing itself lopsing forever and forevdr into utter inanity and
sloppy re-writes of the publicity handeouts, It is no wonder that the few re=
porters who actually go out and actually see the people they write about are able
to comand by-lines with its consequent mrestige and money, Robert Musel is one
that springs immediately to mind,

Naturally when Miss Rigg returns to the states this Fallsese Oh? You didntt
know? Yes, she8s coming back with the Royal Shakespearan Company troupe, probably
to Lincoln Center and those terrible acoustiecs, this Fall, I have no idea what
roles she will be playing, or even whether the Company will stick to Shakespearan
pleces, (How would you like to see Diana as the title character in Shawts
"Major Barbara®?) It is sad that we shan!t get to see that Paul Scafield fellow
in King Lear, ‘

After he won the Academy Award, an interviewer asked him a few questions on
how he has managed to stay in such gregt shape these years, He attributed it to
work, etc, But if the truth be known, our fairest Yorkshire rose can take some *
of that credit, TIn the final scene, you!ll recall King Lear carried his youngest,
and now dead, and most loving daughter across the stage, The fair Cordelia, Ard
guess who prlayed Cordelice..s

T mean, have you ever tried carrying 57 82 of redehaired elf ar a
stage 1ike the one%f Lincoln Centef? Bui.‘.:ll.ds tehe body tone, etc, e B
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At any rate, your two Hbl! Srvtfs To Cmnd, Messrse Sehultz et Crowdus, nate
urally have some reasonabld expectation of being able to see and briefly mayhaps
interview the busy Miss Rigge (And therets this pseudo=French restaurant over
on 7th near the Center where they have lovely almoml crab and lobster rewburg atb
not toc ridiculous prices and a medioere wine list that does however include some
fine Chablis and a few good champagnes like the Krug and Tattinger to go with the
ol? crab and lobsteresess) -

Oh wells 1If successful, naturally details of the interview will be included
in the first available poste=BayCon 1ssue of EN GARDE, Also up in the air is an
editorially suggested Imberview with the Grand 01d Man of the RADA, the Royal
Academy of Dramatic Arbs, one John Fernald by namese.. Who happens. to be the
Director in charge of the metropolitan Detroit area Oaklamil University dramatic
school and the Meadowbroock (Universiby)Theatre,

Ch yes, we do have plans,

DO YOU RECALL YOUR WILLY THE SHAXE VERY WELL? And noy I don't mean the part where
in a dramatic FEYfAfd -’ﬂ#ﬁ seq
uence, Panl Scofield/Kirg Lear #1dddddd enters upon the scene of carnage. I mean
that long, long ago time when I menbioned in RIGGER DICGER #1 that CBS was payirg
the preliminary bills for a long telly special colour presentation of "A MID-
SUMMER S NIGHT''S DREAM' starring of course The One And Omly D.R. Actually The
Fairest Of Them A1l just played the part of Helema”(with David Warner of MORGANI
fame as Lysander) which 1s Juicy, to say the lsast, bub if ‘you remember the story
not exactly the one and only person of import in the thirg,. Starring mth her was
the entz.re Royal Shakespearan Company,
. After the telly showing, the flic
would reappear in the reserved seab
o : _ movie houses in Big Soreen peesentate
L o jone Ag mentioned before, the telly
is nicey but even colour palls before
+he Real Thing of a screen showing, °

This was filmed back in October,
and this Editor at least was sort of
wondering just what happened to ite
Read ony the following is from TV
Guidea

1A glutch of highemird ed specials

heralded by CBS for this season,

such as Royal Shakespearan

Campan y performances of "King

Lear® and "A Midsummer Nightls

Dream," never reached the air

for want of sponsorse The nete

work!s chief programmer, Mike

Dann vows that viewers can look

forward to these shows next

seasony sponsors or not, '"Welve
made an $85 -million commitment
in this area," he-says. "As
managemsnt policy, welre making
every effort to intensify cule
tural and dramatic programmirg."

One of the leftover shows,

"From Chekhov With Love," with

Sir John Gielgud, and a recently

taped, howr=long recital by

planist Vladimir Horowitz, luclke
ily have already landad a spone=
sor (Comecticut General Idife

Insurance)} and probably will get

( early;September air dates,"
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What they mean actually is that there are willing sponsors, but all of tem
want to pub up s Yprestige" special at about the same price a series show is
sold for per show, per hour rather, The difficulty is that per se a Special
does not have the established sets, actors and actresses and crew already estm
ablished, Fach special is in effect a prototym, and in any industry a protoe
type always costs more than something off an assembly lire« Of course I have
some comments to make on networks that deliberdtely try to make each Special more
olaborate » = and costly = = than the last onesse.. But thatts neither here ner
there, ‘ : :

Come this fall, then, CBS will definitely bring out AMND, and we can then
confidently look forward to seeing it the way it should be shown, in the movies,

THERE IS SOME FIIM FOR SAIE Mr, Ronald M, Rocecis is putting up for mail auction
"~ a tidbit of imterest Lo all hardwcore AVENGERS fans,
Note the auction bit, Not a decent price, just an attempt to get as much as
possible for it, At any rate, what he has for sale is that 60 second leader
advert for "The Avengers' that we started seeing both this Janvary and last
Jamary in advance of the reeappsaramce of the show, It iz, as menbtiored, in
colour, 16mm, sound, and it is a dandy 1little promotionzl strip of film, He
walts me to advertise this so I'm advertising, He also says he might be able
to pick up some actnal AVENGERS episodes, which is good work if you can do itesse
Grouch, grouch, grouch.scss ‘

Write the above sirrsh ats $11 Chester Avenue, Yeadon, Pemmsylvania, 190504

HARTAN WON AN AWARD The Writers Guild, a broad cover organization for the c¢haps

and ladies who write the material for TV and radio have
their own awards yearly, Fer Best Dramatic-Episodic, there were two STAR TREX
shows amorgst the five nominated, Gere Reddenberryt's "Return Of The Archons",
and Harlan Ellisont!s "The City On The Edge Of Forever"., Which of course won,
Frankly, degpite the fight Harlan got into the Desilu cutfib that puts out STAR
TREK, T'd say that it was indeed easily the Best. If it isn't at Jeast nominated
for the fortheoming “Hugo® this September, 1t'1) be a shame,

Which leads me to wonder whether Harlan might find his material improving
if he were to try a little cowauthoring with a few people, Harlan does tend to
be an sbrasive personality at times, but if he were to try it, his own dramatic
t2lents might flesh out a bit more, :

Now mind you, Harlan is a groovy writer at times, but he tends to be all
guts and fire ard lacking in a cortain amount of diseipline and cohesiveness,’

Enough saide, I'll see him at the Triple Fan Fair in a few weeks anywayse

MAMA MIA} That's the statement when I received a very large elipping photo of-
one Honor Blackman. Off the coast of Malta, on the deck of a yaclt,
and wearing a bikini, Before you beecome too blase, remember yonder lady is not
no spring chicken no more, being within a few years of Elizabeth Taylor, by the
wayes And Liz should look so good in a bikini, *Tis a pity that her movie roles
haven!t really done so well by her, as they should, %The exwMrs, Cathy Gale,
Avengereextradionary, just never seemed to catch fire in the flics like she did
on vidwtape (and I wonder just how much of that was just fetishish and leather
suits and what-not), The elipning reads -
usighted Off The Coabit
Actress Honor Blackman sirikes a fetching pose while sailing off the coast
of Malta where she is working in her latest film, Honor, who made her first

movie in a James Bond epic, is portraying one of several persons searching
for a fabled treasure in "A Twist Cf Sand! M

And nary a mention of her previous (to "The Avengers" films, ranging from s
somewhat possessive Circe in "Jason And The Argonzuts’ to a philandering Mrse in
%A Night To Remember® to a dizzy housewife in "A Girl, A Boy And A Bicyvle?,

All dowm the drain at the flick of a press~writerfs typewriter, Whish simply
Jlustirates the affwtold tale of the H0vernightt suwecess who has been plugging
an3y in the buginess for two generatiolS seceee
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1Mrs, Peel = Wetlre badly needed}
The OtGher Sids are striking at
Englend with a terrible monster e
a creature that eats bowlsrs and
brollyts it

5ti11, I expect that T shall
anticipate seeing the flic when it fine
ally comes out, Maybe by then the
newspaper strike here in Detroit ( now
going through itls ¢COth day )} will be
over and I can get to read some reviews
af what i5 new on the silver screen,

"AVENGERS STUFF REALLY WORKS Catiton,

Illinois,
(AP) - An intruder in a Canton store was
pursued bnd stunned Wednesday night with
a well-aimed karate chop by a store
enployea who said he only did what they
do on television.

"I!'ve bean wabehing THE AVENGERS
on television and T just tried to do -
what they do," said Billie Re Vaughan,
27, an employee at the auto supply
store, "And it worked," he said,

The karate victim was being held
for questioning by police,"

- H# -

There 1is also an unconfirmed re-
vort that similarly 2 middls-aged
grand=nother chopped up an intruder in
her house with much the same enthuse
iasm and probable lack of precision.

Which is as good a time as any to remlind you people that an awful lot of
good openwhanded defense teaching corcentrates on landing one or two good flrst
blows and then rapid=fire comtiming the attack, without let-up, This is a sort
of rephrasing of the notion that first you get the man down and then you kick him
when hets down, Actually, if you can dage your oppoment and you're fast - really
fast » 1t doesn!t much matter what you do to him next, Sooner or later hets
going to fold up, a' la Boris in "Mission: Highly Improbable" and the Doctar in
"Murdersville", Once you're on top dom't even stop Lo think, Just keep hitting. -
The advantage a trained person has, of course, is that he'is trained to be faster,
knows at least partly by instimt the right places to hit, etc., Can be counted on
to daze his opporent (or her ) and to follow it up with a minimum amount of pain
to the winner, (Every time I see someone hitting someone else in the head with
a elosed fist on the telly I keen thinking of the medical bills of having the
bones in the hand put back together again,... Of course over there it's the

National Health scheme, but still,,...)

BRIT VIDPIX NO THRET IN US This is the somewhal inaccurate statement by a Mr,

Dann,netwark VP for VARIETY, that interesting news
weekly with that strange outlook on the world.

"Hollywood, April 2nd, 1568t

"The threat once posed by Dritish vidpix of making serious inroads on Hollyw
woodts telefilm industry by sales o the U.,S, networks no longer exists,
That was the view exmressed by CBS-TV progrem V,P, Mike Dann, who admitted
that "there was a time when we really felt the English market would cut ine
to Hollywood production, but I do not believe that!s going to happen,!

Dann declared that "up to this time there hasn't been a single successe
ful gseries made in England for the U.,5, market," and he added, "This makes
it evident that England?s contribution to the Amatican tv scene will be
egsenbially for use of British mroduct only on a lowebudget hour or as a

gumer replacement

The network exec remarked that there has been considerable discussion
and 2 lot of experimentation the past several years, to determine whether
pritish production groups could successfully turn out shows for the American
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mrkat, But the attempts have failed, he said flatly, and as a result Hollywood
1s mere dominant in the TV film industry today than it ever has been,

Dann contirmued that webs may buy British series because «f their low
budgets, but said that- "ty networks base their leadership on eirculation
suscess s This cannot, be achieved, he said, by programming at law budgets,
asserting that yrogramming solely for low budgetary reasons "is never the
wisest choice in the history of the entertaimment business," "It is not a
cheaper, but a better show that mkes it," said Dann, adding, "Therc seems
%o be no real comptetition at this point to the Hollywood industry from
England, or any other place abroad,"

Herr Dann continued on in this vein for a bit, pointing out that the
Hollywood sound stages were rever so full of work, I might point out that though
there is an awful lot of £ilm bejing shot for a huge muwber of hours on the telly,
and the ratings might not be too bad on some of thdam, quantity doesn't make
quality, per se, .

T wonder what he considers "Secret Agent" and "The Avengers", if he says
there was rever a successful Britwseries? Alsq Nislsenwratings do nobt a good show
mke, shall we say. Obviously Dann's enly criteria for judgment is the Nielsens.
If he can sell the series for a big profit or pries, it's a good show, period.
The webs were never able to get top orices for their Brit products, but that las
rever shopped me from liking them , Tt is interesting Yo note that THE PRISONER
and MAN IN A SUITCASE are both British and both being aired here by CBS, though
as summer Yeplacements, and that Dann s still mroesram head, His comments about
cheapness not being a good eriterion of use was probably directed at ABC,

The old "Blue Coal" network, ABC, recently had a merger deal with AT & T
shot down by the Federal government, under its antistrust statutes, Once the
merger was dead, the some 75 million $&43% that AT & T was going to pour into the
retwork naturally &vaporated, In the light of their newlyediscevered (and relate
ive only ) poverty, ABC has been going through some Agonizing Reappraisals.

*U.K,¥S 'FINEST AURA! IN U, S, TW

"Economy Minded ABC Slets Three® by les brown, Variety, 3/13/68

Over the past two or thres ysars, the British have chipped away at
Yankee resistance to their video product, With every sale of a series,
hopss have besn raised sverseas for a major breakthrough on this side,
but always the imports have been relegated to standby service by the
U.S5, webs, to be patched into their schedules as midseason or summer
replacements,

Now an economy=minded ABC«TV has broken the ice, and the appearance
in that network!s starting lineup next fall ef no less than three vide
geries filmed in london may well prove the historic opening the foreign
tv companies have been waiting for, Sereen Gem's "Ugliest Girl In
Town," calls for a London setting and will be shot there with a pro=
dominantly Americen cast in the principal roles, and 20th Box?s "Talss
Of The Unlmown" will be made’in Blighty by Hammer Films, specialists
in the herror-suspense genre, per "Whatever Happened to Baby Jane" and
"Hush Hush Sweet Charlotte', :

But the big wedge for Britain - and for that matter, other fareign
sompanies = stands to be "The Avengors, since of the three it alone
represents actual native product of UK, television, The series for
several years hag alred there ¢cnmmereially on British ABC-TV meamdrile
doing a couple of replacement tours on American ABC, It is naw verging
on the distinction of being the first impart TV series e®er to be part
of the big premiere season in America,

FILLS DSVELOTMENT VOID

‘The UsS. ABC is encowraged with the way the series has been progs
ressing in the 'numbers marts ever since it became ths "Custer! substite
ute in January, and of course the show has the added attraction of
costing oonsiderably less than a domestic telefilm entry, Finally, it
catches ABC in a year when its régram devaloment has been slight,
leaving the web without many imt xicating American-made products to
choose from in drawing up its b:)Lueprint for 168m169,
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AL any rate, the web seems confidert that the lighthearted meller will
hold its own in the Nielsen sweepstakes next £all epposite "Gunsmoke® and
b5tar Trek? ({Editor «"Rowan And Martin IaugheIn" resisted movemeut to an~
other dateand having higher ratings than "Otar Trek,t get its way, "Star
Trek® is now in a suiside slot late on Friday rights when the youngsters do
not get to see it, Apropos of which, NBC is only £ilming 13 episodes of
STAR TREX in 1ts mesent shooting schedule,)) Monday nights, at least on a
costeper=thousard basis, Ne one!s expecting it to win the time period, but
conaidering the lower program investment vis-a~vis the comptetition, it
doesn't have to,

ivengers"! 1s streamlining two ways for 1ts nmew status in the U.S,,
first in casting Linda Thorson as the new femme lead, by which itts expecte
ed to get a eertain exploitation lifd this sprimg, and second by moving
outslide of London to shoot in other European lscales, Thatts to give it
some of the sontinental flavor that will be missing from primetims when
NBC's “T Spy" goes eff the air next fall,

As for the other two series, "Ugliest" & "Tales", while technically
they represent American product made in Britain, either or both « if they
succeed » can help to dispel Yankee skepticism regarding the recepbivity
in the sticks of English dialects and folkways.

BRIDGDNG THE ACCENT CGAP

Consciously or otherwise, American television has steadily been tuning
the Yankee sar to the accents of Britain - invariety showsy specials, deske
and=soda talkfests (Arthur Treacher is a regular on one), newscasts, summer
replacémentsy abd, of course, the movies,

The big breakthrough for Britain may not occur next year, but it
cannot be Yoo far off, Price= especially in a time of grdat costeconsciouse
ness « id decidedly in its favor,

NBC~IV appears to be gearing for that eventuality., Last week it enterw
ed into a threee=way coproduction arrangement with Norman Feltonls Arena
Productions and Lew CGradels Associated Television Ltde in the ereation of a
new hourlong tv series to be made in England, A whodunit suspenser, it's
tentatively titled "The Strange Report," and 1s scheduled %o go into prode
uction this June so that it would be ready for midseason duty, if necessary,
But there'!s no question that, as a coproduction and with Felton involved,
the web has the 1969~79 season in mind®

Mr. Ies Brown (without his band of reknem?)alse wrote ancther bit-on the
money erisis at 1330 Averue of the Americas (ABC-TV) a few weeks later, and what
it has done to ABC, While I have long claimed that becoming more and more gaudy
and stareridden and expensive is a2 one-way road for telly production, the thot
does occur that evidently America is not yet sick enough of the pap they've been
getting, and a defeat for ABC at this time could "preve" to telly Wheels that lowe
cost production is No Good, Per se,

ABC J'URNEY INTO UNKNOWN ;
Can Cheaper Fare Be Competitive? by les brown, VARIETY 3/27/68

An ltem of no minor imterest this year will be whether three netwarks cone

tinre to comprise the major league of television, or whsther the mumber will
dwindie to two, with ABC-TV operating in a lesser league all by itself, ‘The
question should find an answer next fall when the junior network!s prime=
time schedulemon=a~budget goes into rating combat with CBS and NBC,

The htakes have gone up in bigtime TV beyond cerparate ADC!s ability
to play on the same terms as its competitors - the condition having arisen
to a large extent from two eonsecutive seasons of Nielsen slippage by the
wob, but complicated by the collapse of the merger with International Telee
phone anmd Telegraph, the weakening of the whole advertising market the -
latter half of last year and, most recently, the attempt to float a §75,1Mw
002 debenture in & frightened monsy market due to the gold erisis,

At the tv network, where mrogram failwres have meant losses in the
millions, compromises have been made, Wherever the web has been strom = as
in sports = all efferts conbir(me Eo be made to build it sven stronger. But
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where 1t has been weak, as in large areas of mrimetime, the overhead has been ree
duced, namely with cheaper programming,

Whether ABC-TV san be truly competitive in the numbers war with, for instance
2 pair of taped throwbacks like "Dream House" and the Don Rickles gameshow oppose
i%te a marqueewladen, pretentious "Name Of The Game"on NBCSTV and the costly “Gomer
Pyle" and movies on CBS = or with the sconomical British vidfilm, “Avengers!,
against the old warhorse "Gunsmoke" on CBS and "Hennie/Iaugh=In' on NBC = will
tell the tale of whether ABC has become only a gside issue to the main video events

In the public mind, at least as represented in the wress, the network that
seemed to have achieved parity with the others three years ago has already slipped
baek into another league, That was evident in the aftermath of the RuskeFulbright
hearings,” CBS was scorched in the mrints for having pessed up live coverage of
the event, while ABC, which didn't carry it either, get off virtuwally scot free,
It isn't that the press gave the junior web speeial dispensation because of its
fiscal stabe, but that it has eame fo expect less from ABC, There 1s already a
double standard feor tv perfromances, If ABC is going to cover the political cone
ventions in %Cemimute digests, that is derely duly reported; but if CBS or NBC were
to make the same decislon, they'd be flailed for shirking their broadeast ocbligate
ionse PULLING BACK:

As to the budget tone of ABC's primetime, 1t imlicates 2 pulllng back from the
hard competition even in a year when two vital carrysver hours from the current
season stand to be weakened by NBC program maneuvers, so that the projection of
Nielsen averages for next year stand te be lower than they are curremtly, with
ABC s distant third, "Big Valley", which has always perfermed nicely at 10:00 pm
Monday nights, will have to face a movie on NBC next fall, And with the movies
practically guaranteed 35 share or better, and always murder on hour-leng story
fams, "BV' may not maintain 1ts present level, Nor, it would seem can "Judd" on
Friday's, which this season had it easy against NBC's “"Bell Telephons Howr", but
next year will have to face an hour of commerecial melodrama in "Star Trek",

COULD SURFRISE

0f ecourse, where the new eeonomy shows are concerned, it doesn't necessarily
follow that expensive comventiomal prograrming has more successepstential than ine
expensive conventional programming, ABC sould pull the big surprise and send the
sages of Broadcasting Row and Madison Aves., who are ready to count them out of the
running, back to their mwojections to figure what went wrong, Still, anyone given
to playing the odds and tracking the Nielsen trends could be forgiven for having
doubts at this time anent the return in rime=-
time of such yesteryear generic faves
as the bigz giveaway show (Dream House)
or the Groucho Marxian quizzer (Don
Rickles)s ar for that matter, the
introduction to video of a musical
situation comedy serial (That!s Life)
without a widely=knowm Star and going
upstream of the trends which, putting
it mildly, have shown original musicals
en tv net to be overvhelmingly pope
ular,

© SEPARATE OR EQUAL

ABC, to put it simply, 1s tarying
to live in the same neighborhood with
NBC and CBS, but cheapere If it can
pull it off, it will create a revolute
ionr in the tv business, Two of its
rew geries next fall will be produced
in Iondon, "Journey Into The Unknown"
and "Ugliest Girl In Town", Reportede

1y, "Journey™ is-costing about $125 000 “}“’::;‘
per hour episode, versus $200,000 or
better for a doméstic antholoéy, and A lM’l’l‘ﬂ‘\\\\\

Ugliest is gaid to be ocoming in for
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$65,000 per nogative, against a norm of $80,000a$50,000 for a domestic halfwhowr
comaedy, :

The Englishmmade “"Avengers®, going into the new lineup after thres tours as
a replacement, i3 understood to be cesting $110,000 per howr segment, as against
the estimated "Cunsmake! tab of nearily twise that, The Rickles shew and "Dream
House" are said to be carrying production tabs of less than $35,000, putting them
into the bookkeeperts dream class with "Dabirgfhewlywed Geme® while "Operation:
Entertaimment" is a $75,%00 entry or thercaboots, which is liks getting an how
for the price of a half, As for "Thatis Life," it!s repertedly budgeted wall
below the normal primetime variety show,

At those prices, the shows don't have to reslize 30 shares to succeed, In
todayt's mrket, it dcesn't really matter how meny viewers are delivered as ltng
as long as the eostmper-thousard comes oub right, ABC may well find 1ltself
operating comfertebly = and mrofitably = in the 25=share zone, But, hersls the
rubs At that level of perfnmmence it would bs out of the Big Game and no longer
an equal competibor to NBC aml CBS, And ence having dropped out, ABC may £ind
it a long read baekt

- +* - * -
TAVENGERS t AS YANKEE BOODIE DANDY
a feather in britain's tv cap
London, Aprdd 2, Variety

Promotion af "The Avengers," the wacky British tv thriller, to a primetime
slot in the fall schedule of Americats ABCWIV is seen here as an important
breakbhrough #8r British wvideo exports, :

Rob Norris, mareging director of Associated BritishePaths, which hardles
overseas sales on hehalf of the makers, Britain's ABC-IV compamy, regards the
new imporbance being accorded to the series e the first from Britain to get a
peak fall sereening e« as heing significant in two respects,

To ¢linch the deal Norris, an emigres Yank, made two trips to New Yark
during the last four weeks, with filmelips and fortheoming production plans for
the series, It's presuasive pitching Befors the ABC brass resulted in the
purchase ¢f a further 26 skeins, to give "Avengers® its feurth American
screening, :

His sales coup, Norris figures, should open the door for a wview of British
product as being mare than mere replacement stock,

Although he's not disclosing the dollar value of his sale, Norris added,
"The decision to buy British because it costs only half as mich as American
product is no longer truet, He feels that point-has now been reached where Brite
ish preduct can be judged simply on its tv value, with no account being taken eof
its place of origin,

Nerris said that the passibility of extending the fermat to feature film
length was very much in everybody's minds, "As 2 major feature it could have
considerable market Walue," he said, "We have lots of ideas, but at present

our difficulty would be in finding time in the middle of produetion schedules,
:hlchnir.eeptus fully occupied with producing and delivering episodes accerding
0 contract M -

In terms of output, if not financlal return, "The Avengers" measures up as
Britain's most suecessful video export, Nerris figures, With 83 episodes
sereened in 74 countries, it has so far grossed nearly $10,000,000 from overseas
markets, chiefly America, Ib has now passed the breakeven point in recouping

initial outlay and the web is anticipating substantial profits from future sales
which can be used to finance and develop new projects.®
-

- % - *

AVINGERS GO EAST

-In the 1ight of the internal political twrmoil prevalent behind the Iren Curtals,

Ij{ﬁn is intgresting to note that four countries fram the Communist bles = Polamd s
gry, Rumania and Czechoslovokia = Have just taken a step calcalated to form
firmer the cultural link with the Wast, A

They have all agreed in p'inc%plﬁo to)buy a "fair mumber® of episodes of taat



slegontly canltalistic British television series "The Avengers',

T unberstand that vhen the series was first offered to the Eastern Europsan
countries, 1t was flatly rejected by all of them, But by sheer dint of hard work
and the persuasive talents of Mr, Tony Gorzynmski, a Polish emigre who has been in
charge of the operation, they have at last been persuaded to change their minds,

The sale is something of a breakthrough for ABCSTV, the company responsible
for "The Avengers',  None of their £ilms has ever been scld before behind the
Iron Curtain, whers, as one of their officials put it, "They tend te go for mare
downebeat gtuff which shows how repressive the capitalistic system is."

== 10 byline, Evening Standard, 3/15/%8
- i - A -

REwSTAFF $AVENGERS' FOR FRESH LDKy -
- NO byline, VARIETY, 8/2/167

ABC-TV's miltiemillion dollar esrner, "The Avengers", which is at mresent
the basis of the station's enterprise in the vidfilm business, is to undergo a
change of production team, When 18 segments of the current inwproduction series
are complabe it 1s expected that Julian Wintle will leave the show,

Wintle took it over when "The Avengers® switched from Wwidtape to film and
subsequently Scored its breakthrough in the Yank market, Taking over will be
John Bryce, who was producer and editor of the series in tape form; Gordon Scett
a staff producer and Jack Greenwood, former Msxrton Park studio chief,

ABC thinking in changing ths production team is that the move will inject
new ideas and thvs keep the show alive, Bob Norris, Associated BritishwPathe
execexes who sold "Avengers" in many countriés throughout the warld, poirts oub
that the show has been around for seven ysars and in that time has progressively
changed,

Such changes are not made as eriticism of the production staff, he says, but _
the station believes itls right to inject new creative thought into a show if it
is to stay up with the times !

THEN THE HUSBAMD POPPED UP] As you all well know by now, the Mr, Pesl who gave

- our Mrs, Peel her matron name popped up oub of, all
places, the Amazonian jungle, Af least it wasnit too bad a kisswoff for the-
slender elf we know as Mrs, Peel, I wonder how many of you noticed, however, how
the "Forgetede=Knot" episode managed 4 keep Peel and King separate until that
final scene on the stairs? '

Search your mind and memories carefully, you!ll netice a few thirgs, Like,
Steed met Tera King abt Mother's, yet you never saw Tara King and Mobther together,
She vas dways oub in the drawing room or something, Then, after-the Peel of
Steel had been chopped down the first time by the anesthetie gun, she and Steed
Were separated, After that, Steed fought the game Tight to regain his senses
(it is-interesting to note that Mrs, Peel was the very first thimg he was able to
recally though not her name) and Mrs, Peel tried to escape from The Glass Works,
In the course of Steed's wanderings he encountered Tara King, etc,, etc,” But
even at the end, after Steed had arrived on the scene of the Glass Warks, Tara
King foliowed,.ebut never joined’Steed, She whacked one of the villainous bods
with her leadebrick loaded purse, but youtll also recall that Mrs. Peel kmocked
that one outs,s.then he leaped up againe And you never saw Rigg or MaclNee in any
frame of film that showed him making his getaway., Similarly, when Steed congrat=
ulated Mrs, Peel on zapping the Head Villain, Tara King was never actually in the
same frame of film, Ergo, the "Forgcetelfewlnot! episode had previously been filme
ed as a straight Steed/Peel thriller, without the wesence of the busty Linda
Thorson/Tara King, Then, faced with the Ultimate Reality and Horror of an
"Avengers" without Mrs, Peel/Diana Rigg, someone very, very bright indeed cone=
ceived of the notion of re-working that show and throwing Tara King into it. Tt
was then a simple mtler to secure the game Miss Rigg's comoperation in filming
the last 3i=l mimutes, including the only actual point in the entire film where
Rigg & ThorsonMrs. Peel & King actually apveared on the same frame of film, the

now famous stairway sceno, ;
As 2 sendaff show, I dowdt very much if 1t gould be improved as
moarne 0L (fairly) paiulessly j’_nir?ﬁﬁng) the now femme, it cgmot bgngeaa:gnj 1



HCANADIAN GIRL TS “WAVENGERSY STAR

Thé young lady irn the bubble bath above
is Linda Thorson; a twenty=year old
Canadian girl who will scon be seen

on television screens here in “The
Avengerst ; one of the most successful
series ever exported from Britain a=
eross the LAtlanitic, -

For seven years, first in the
hands of Honoxr Blackmmn and latierly
Diana Rigg, the feminire lead in this
series - Emma Peel = has been a kinky
mod girl, addicted to judo and musCus
lar skill, But now "Emma Peel" goes
out and "Tara King" comes in as a -
warm, feminine and sexy young lady,
who will do some fighting, but will
bs knowm to scream far help on occasion.
She will rely more on brains and ine
tuition than on brawn,

FLUM PART

Mora than 200 actresses were
anditioned for this plum part, and it
finally went to 20wyear-old Linda
Thorson, who began shooting the new
series of "The Avengers" a® the end
of Qctober at Elstree Studios of
Associated British Productions,

The new series will be seen in
Canada on CTV stations around Décembe
er and Jamuary. Patrick MacNee, who
has played the part of "John Steed' -
since ®The Avengers' started in 1961,
contimmes dn the starring male role.

Linmda Thorson was bornLinda

b : z Robinson in Toronto in 1947, and wenb
to Bishop Strachan Sehool, in Taronto, She-has a sister, Barbara (a student at
the University of Toronto} and two brothers, Grant, aged 7, and 18«year-old
Martin, studying at the University of Waterloo. Her parents, Mr, and Mrs, Martin
Robinson, 1live on a farm in the Caledon-Hills,

Linda, who came to Britain in 1965, ami gaimed honowrs at the Royal Academy
of Dramatic Art in Tondon, is an expert at riding, swimming, divirg and waters
skiinges At the Granite Club in Toronto, she was juvenile icewskatirg champione

Diana Rigg is leaving the series to concentrate on her acting career in the
films and the theatre, particularly in Shakespearean roles.®

STAR Sundgy magazine, October!67

o

There 1s more, m uch mars, elsewhere, on how the professional reviewers felt
after the changeover, and some later cstimates of Linda Thorson, which will be
printed in this issue later, if room perm ils, But first some editorial thotSesss

After half of a season of Linda Thorson (and a much revitalized scripting and

£ilm presentation, by the bye) I've-a few thots on Tara King/Linda Thorson, She
is, in the firest sense of the word, a highly skilled actress, Being somewhat nevw
to the business I feel she haz let herself be pushed around a bit too much by ths
Wheels Tralt Bees That blonde hair bit is ome portion of that, She had perfectly
good naturar neir of a nice flinty brown shade, long and straight in the modern
fashica. AEFU changed her to blonde, curly-haired (af la Harlow, no doubt) ard
To, And Behold, Seeing her like this, it dawned on The Péwers That Be that she
looiced #sscnichingty artificial, Surprise, surprisel So, they changed her hack
to her macral shade in which (again ilun?}r'ise, surprisel} leoked more maturale

( k2



As they had already imrestes a few hundred thousand $3484$ in a few episedes
in which The King was blende, this meanmt-little strategems like her wearing a
thlonde wig" in INVASION OF THE EARTHMEN, to name one examples A little triclkery
to save umpteen theumand feet of very expensive sound film, not commendable, bub
axcusable in the face of what that f£ilm would $3%%% cost. .
Again, though the camera work and editing has bightened up considgrably, they
are still using seripts obvious;y bought for "Emma Peel" and will comtimis to do
so for some time, "The Case Of The Countless Clues® strikes me as a perfect exe-
ample of an adaptation of an “Emma Pecl scripte "Invasion Of The Earthmen' was
another where the "ErmawPeelwisms® showed throughe Corsiddring the reet that
the seripts were alresdy paid for fas is matursl in the industry these days), the
use of them can hardly be considered base, If nobhing elss, the sight of a Line
da Thorson in leather (fobishism again, but whathell) was quite commendable, AS
a much younger "John Steed" onete commented, the sight of a woman in laather does
tend to excite the munter instinct,

Then again, the shooting schedule af the Iinda Tharson series of "Avengers¥
has been frantic to’say the least, She started, in actuality, in October of
last year, and baby, putting together an hour show takes a bit of ‘work] That
should be capitalized as Work, &And 334%8, There have, literally, been two
sound sbages going at the same time, using one acter and actress at a time, try=
ing to shoot around the scenes where bobth must appear,” (Of course, this was the
same situation in the final Enma Peel Dizna Rigg shows, with Diana filling a2
heavy schedule elsewhere and MacNee sommbing between Malibu and Elstree Studies,

This in itself is responsible’for much of the shnddy continuity in the last
ha¥feseason!s Emna Peel/Rigg shows, andwder pressure for 26 more Linda ThGI‘SOHIf
Tara King shows in double-quick time, I'm afraid that the conbinuity of the King/
Tharaon shows suffered as well, :

Am sorry to say it, but this rush work will probably show up in the forthe _
coming "King” shows this fall, If nothing else, this rush-rusherush has altered
the pace and method of the shows, tending to break the pair-up more and more, in
order 1o shoot around the absence of the other partner, Ah, for the good old
days, even if they might not have been all that goldenesess

So., We are faced with the prospect of a young and pretty lass who is 2
good actoess - but is laboring under some burdens, As VARIETY noted:

"Miss Thorson is a pretty dish and an able actress, However, if her debut

show ig an indication, it appears that the series will suffer sharply from

the loss of the intriguing relationship between John Steed and Mrs, Ema

Peel, Tt is ohvious that Miss Thorson is going to be much more the ferme

foil and less the strong and willful second lead portrayed by Miss Rigg,

Without the tricky chemistry of the SteedwPeel relationship, the

series stends to lose a great deal of the sophisticatjion that so far has

parlayed it inte a wimer, Sans the occasional chamge of focus afforddd

by Miss Rigg, MacNee falls more and more into the tired line of womanize

ing agents, 'a role that was pre-empted by James Bond and has never been

done better! = no byline, March 27th, 1968 =

- * -

Indeed, For with Mrs, Cathy Gale/Honor Blaclkman and‘Mrs, Peel Rigg, the
relationship was never explicitly spelled out. Frank Penn, of the Ottawa Citize
en pub it suceintlye "Miss Thorson, who clearly has no desire to wear any

other woman's shoes, is playing it as 4n allegirl role,
It's a teohnique for which she is unquestionably well equipped, but where Miss”
Rigg added a piquant touch of mystery to her relationship with hero John Steed,
Miss Thorson leaves a vilewer wondering only how long it will be befare Steed
gives up chasing villains and zeroses in on Linda, ,/ As a result, the absurdly
flimsy Gypical "Avengers" plot simply looked absurd without the diverting bits
of business Miss Rigg introduced to persuade us everything was on a high comedy

level, // Maybe Miss Thorson really ought to try on at least one of the Rigg
shoes, // For a sfart,n

- o -
There we have another hint, Miss Thorson does not have that perfect
‘ : mugging
abj_l.uj_x, that understated phrase to go with the overstated rising gfe the eyebrow,
that Diana Rige could use so ?:ffiq'tilae]y. Linda just isn't a comediemme}
¥



This them is the real "trouble® with Linda Thorson, She Just isn't a
comedienne, a past master of the art of clowming, She can do a lovely doublew
take, has lovely carrlage and balance,‘but she- just doesn't instinctively use
her entire face, body, carriage, voice, mamer, et alle, into a single lins,
Lirda‘would be superb as a stage, live stage, actress, Give her a few years oub
there, West End, National Theatre, Royal Shakespears, whatever, she should be able
%o perfect quite a few bits of the trade, But right now she just hasn't had tle
chance to Survive, shall we say, as a comedienne,

Sad, so sad, but tis true, Ifinda just hasn't got the zip welre aocustomed to
experiencing with Diana Rigge Zipa

THE ASSASSTNATION BUREAU Should be Just about done, if not already being rough

editeds The AB you will recall is that flic in which
our own Diana Rigg plays the part of a crusading female Reporter in the turn of
the century, But here, let me give you same ClipningsSessss

OLIVET IOVES TO VATCH FIIMS - EVEN BAD OHES

Oliver Reed, now starring with Diana Rigg and Telly Savalas in "The
Assassination Burean', gets a chance as chairman of the strange buresun to
do something he has not done before o & + present a dashing, elegant,
slightly tongue=inecheéck, sophisticated schemer with romantic undertones «
« as he describes ibt, "a typical David Niven part,"

Tally with a splendid physique, Reedls feminine followirg is rapidly
increasing, just as his reputation with the critics as an actor to be
reckoned with each film, '

He is wmsual among actors, in that he has no time for the theatre.

He is essentially 2 man of the cinema, He loves watching films ~ even bad
ohes = and loves working in them,

This he has done without a break since 1966, and before that he was
leesrning his job the hard way,

Thanking his unele, Sir Carol Reed, politely, for advising him to get
his training in provineial theaters, he did the opposite, got a Jjob as an
extra in the £ilm studios, and worked his way up from there,

That he did his- homework well Is moved by the fact that today he is
asked to play heroes, villains, modern or period parts o » o and to cone
trite powerful characfer studies on television of such offwbeat characters
as Debussy and Rossetti,

Oliver is happy to take things as they cone, -

"I never play," he says, "I just get imvolved; and take it from there,"

« no byline, Philly Bulletin, May =

Which means, of course, that it was just a rowewrite from the press releases,
Between the Press Services and the Press Releases, I fear that most newspapers
have about as much nse for a real reporber as a duck does for a Thunderbird, A
sad state of affairs, Accompanying the article was a photo, Diana Rigg and
Qliver Reed in what looks like a Leundry room, and theyfve jJust s1lid down the
chute, Captioneds "HOW TO ESCAPE e« Oliver Reed sheds his coat as Diana Rigg
prepares to succumb in a gas=filled room, & scene from "The Assassination Bureau,"
now beirg filmed at Englandts Pinawood Studios,"

Next we hear of one of those totemaeteals where the moviels star or stars
Meet The Press.

"Diana Rigg met Press at Hilton Hotel pour to mark her role in Parts

¥Assassination Bureau", in which she appears opposite Oliver Reed in pic
diracted by Basil Dearden,” d .

» VARIETY, May 2nd, 168

"iivengors! Heroine Lowers Hemline
FROM MINT TO MAXI FPOR DIANA

by William Otterburn=Hall
Philadelphia Bulletin, L/21/168

( Wy )



Mhere ocught to have been champagne on ice waiting for us, bubl the refrigere
ator in her dressing room wasn't working, Diana Rigg apologized for the lack of
hospitality, ordered a {resh supply on the phone, and explzined that she seldom
eats lunch but always likes %0 have an A.M. bottle of bubbly on hand to pub some
sparkle into the day,

-If you think this is a legacy from "The Avengers®, you would be right, Miss
Rigg, now 29, is a different girl from the rather shy, bather solemn Shekespearan
actress who first stepped intc the space wrcated by Honor Blackmant!s kinky boots.

What's more, shels the first Vo admit it,

"Emma Peel did a lot-for me," she said, cuwrlirg up on the sofa in long pale
slacks and siriped blouse, hair piled high in dark cepper coils. "Apart from
making me known over most of the worlid,

"For one thing, T vsed to be very shy about talking about myself, I hated
it, So much so that everyons at the studio protected me for more than a year
before I started giving proper interviews = I think they were afraid of whail I
might say, I would always try to speak the truth, you see,

UT 55111 do. You've gob to be honest in this business, The public believes
in you, They believe what they see on the sereen, and they believe the person
they see = even if the events are rather far out, If they didn'i believe in
Emma, I'd have counted myself a failure,!

3 3# #

Miss Rigg can scarcely count herself a failure if you judge by the letiers
she receives wherever "The Avengers" is still playing. She was about to fly to
Germany to receive an award as the TV personality of the year, even though she
couldn't speask a word of German and the series has some quite unproncunceable
title theres ((Editor = it's really very simple, Mi%tt scheerm, Sharm uunnd
meemlonewe, Say it to yourself fifteen times real fast and I can guarantee you
that in 99 cases oub of a lundred you're mispronouncing ite)) And in America
she is "very strong = particularly with the campus set, where they tend to ine
telluctudlive the whole thinget -

We were al Pinswood Studios, where she is starring in her first major film
since quitting "The Avengers", It is called "The Assassination Bureau", and
features Miss Rigg as a girl reporter with a nose for news (vintage: the Edwardian
era, 50 years ago) who tracks down the leaders of an International gang of asse
assins, led by a trio of rogues played by Oliver Redd, Warren Mitchell and Curt
Jurgens ¢

It is labeled a black comedy and from the script = 1ittered with explesions,
chases and corpses galore = you might expect her to be indulging in-those karate
exercises. Bul no, sad to report, Miss Rigg doesn't even chop suey, even though
the £ilm is set at a time when women-were just beginning to be emancipated,

"Shets a crusading sort of girl," she said, "But I only thrump people with
my handbagil J

"It isn't that I don't want to play that type of woman any moere, the Erma
Peel kind, If 1tts a bedubifuily written
part and a lovely seript, I'd be in
there fighting again.

"But generally scripts of tha
kind just aren!t any good, '

"This film? Tt sounded fun, and
1t*s been fun. The Avengers was fun
too, but after two years I knew Ifd
have to leave it before I went
stale,

T had no idea when I took over
from Honor that it would make me a
name like this..‘bu‘t in the end I
found wmyself riding a vehicle that
looked as if it would go off imto
the rosy sunset forever and ever,

*Mind you, if I had known it-
was going on for two years for me,

(45 )




T'd still have done it, I wouldn't knock success like that, Actars who spend

years building up an image and then trying to tear it down only do so because

they think they haven't realized their own potential, They geb bitter about it,
3% 1 k'3

Miss Rigeg speaks with the candor of her mative Yorkshire = she was born in
Doncaster, and after a brisf sojourn in the realms of repertory and modeling,
Jjoined the Royal Shakesypearean Company, Last year she filmed "A Midsurmer
Might 's Dream" with them,

She was already meking a name for herself opposifte the big guns like Paul
Scofield vhen she was snapped up for the small screen,

"My career seems to have followed a pattern of breaking one image and founde
ing another," she said, "ILong skirts at Stratford-oneAvon, miniwskirts for Emma,
and now I'™m back in a mxi again, You can almost gauge my career by my hemlinel*

"But I like films; theytire grander and bigger than all the rest M

She pursed her lips, and pondered for a moments Then: "You know;, I learned
a lot from that TV series, Really I did, I was very shy at the start, and Emma
was anything but reserved,

"Develomment i a curious things I'm always very worrded vwhen I come to a
difficulb scene = I think every actress is, Butl my capacity for concentration
has improved and that helps dispel your fears,"

“And Diana Rigg, who has never looked to me as if she was frightened of argr-
think, smiled a confident smile and reached for the phone to see where her
champagne had gotten to,"

+* - 3 - L]
PARAMOUNT NEWS RELEASE~" Paramount's "The Asgassination
Bureau" ®inds After Shooting In Lendon, Venice, Prague.’

"Principal photography has been completed on Paramount Picturest! comedy
adventure film-"The Assassination Bureau at Pinewood Studios in London,” The
motion pictire, which also was filmed on locations in Prague and Venice, stars
Oliver Reed, Diana Rigg and Telly Sebalas,

"The Assassination Bureau," a Relph~Dearden Production in Eastmancolomr, was
directed by Basil Dearden and moduced by Michael Relph, who also is production
designer and authar of the screenplay, based on an idea from a Jack London novel,

Reed is cast as the head of the Assassination Bureau, an intermational
band of dedicated killers who eliminate only those they consider deserve to die,
Miss Rigg plays a determined girl reparter who presents the organization with
1ts most bizarre and dangerous cormission = the assassination of its own chaire
mane Savalas portrays Lord Bostwick, an ambitious cosmopolitan newspaper pube
lisher, who is vice chairman of the Bureau, :

Also appearing in‘the film are Curt Jurgens, as Germany's Burean represente
ativey Philippe Noiret, as the member-‘from Francej Warren Mitchell, Switgerlandg
Clive Revill, Ttalys Kenneth CGriffith, Roumania, and Vernon Debtcheff as the
Russian, Beautiful Ttalian actress Annabella Incontrera is cast as the toom
loving wife of the Ttalian Bureau member,!

Paramount Pictures Corpe

1501 Broadway, NYG, NY (10036).
May 15th, 68e

3 - 5*

FIASH] FIASHI A late bulletin has reached me, with the bare facts bBeing thus:

Diana Rigg has signed already to do her next picture, The title
right now is "Paint Your Wagon' and she!ll be starring opposite Lee Marvin ("The
Professionals", ¥The Dirty Dozen”, "Point Blank!, "Sergeant Rykker' and many
many others.) Tt i% not known whether "Paint Your Wagorn” is a comedy, period
piece, modern drama, or what, More info in #5, I presume,

-Ye Editors,
Schltz & Crowdus w~
( )






seseeBOlng, of cowrse, the lettercolumn, This lettercol is most sincerly
dedicated to that most winsome lass,  Diana Rigg, for whom all these words
are in actuslity intended, and tendered with the most loving regard,

Bob Toomey To point out, as did the late Flannery O'Connor in one of her fine

595 ®White St, short story oollect-ions'}hthat%rybhing that rises must corwerge,

Springfield, Kingsley Amis who made something ofya splash in the world of

Mass, (moﬁ) soience fiction a few years agoe with his admirably partisan "New
Maps Of Hell," also wrobe a ecritique of spy stories in generzl and
the James Bond Syndrome in partiecular, in "The James Bond Dossier,"

Is the symtax clear on that run-on sentence above? If sor continue, If not:

re~read carefully, Onward...

In "The James Bend Dessier,” Amis, who is both fasecimated with and well ine
formed in destective and espionage "thrillers" gives s brief rundown of both
schools = with some mention of seience fiction, which is only fair « and finally
gets around to "THE AVEMGERS", To wit: "The most appealing ( = no pun intended
here, I'm sure « )} and successful TV avatar of the secret agent has been John
Steed of The Avengers, He moves in 2 world that reecalls the German expressionw
ist drama rather than anything so mundane as a British Govournement subedepart..
ment (the @@ section) whose members kill at least as often as they are officially
asked, Steed!s interest in clothes is a2 significant irrelevance that likds him
with the senlor detectives mentioned earliier. And on the very evening of the day
I drafted this paragraph I watched him identifying a claret by his first sip and
being very sound abmut Sauternes, He is right at the opposilte end ef the scale
from the wretched Inspector Barlow, who has no 1life outside The Force at all
unless the plot requires it, Barlow drinks only beer, and only drinks that be=
cause a pub scene is somebimes needed,”

As 1t happens, the last episode of The Avengers that I saw was MURDERSVILIE,
in which a whole town has been buught by oriminals to be used as a resting place
and 2 slaughtereground. This, I would say, comes elose « in intent if not in
execution ( = again pun unintentional « ) « to the Grand Guingnol school of
horror storys or perhaps to the Cormel Woolrich mutation of ThisePeacefuleSuburbe
Contains«fEvileBoyond=Comprehension, The satric edge was blumted by a certain
blatancy, but the germ of a story that might have been truly frightenirg was
there, estecially and sucsessfully, in the scene where the townspeople close in
on Mrs, Peel in a ring formation.

I'd also 1like to mention Matt Helm, which is about the best spy series going.
T speak here of the pb novels, not the movies with Dean Martin, which are from
another country of the mind., Martin looks the part, all right, but the scripters
have destroyed Helm?!s coldwblooced, intelligent image beyond repair, In fact, I
believe some Matt Helm fans actually erganized and picketed one of the movies, a
short while ago, Sour grapes to themg never judge a book by its movie, T always
8ays . Any opinions on Helm%

((Probably the most realistie thing about the Matt Helm gtories is that he
occassionally realizes his own frality and £allibility, and he isn?t completely
cold=blooded, He just tells himeself all the time that he is, Much more .
corvineing than the maudiin attacks of conscience in THE SPY WHO CAME TN FROM
THE €01D, Harry Palmer e the man with No Name =, the Len Deighton creation, is
the cold-~blooded man to end all coldebleoded men if you ask me, And I cried whsn
T saw what they'd done with THE BILLION DOLLAR BRATN though 1'd expected ite..))

Beb Vardeman I'm glad you are trying to branch out a 1little into the other
P.0, Box 11352 British shows, For some reason they do spy stories much
Albuquerque, better than Americans can, SBECRET AGENT was one of my favorite
New Mexico shows while it was on, primarily due to the realism and good
87112 acting of McOoohan, He gseemed to me th be what a spy would

actually be like, Another face in the crowd most of the time
but a competent and swift thinking agent when the time came for action. Most
of the spy~type shows depend soc heavily on sex, Not once do I rem ember seemlBg
any femme fatale spy (or even the upstairs maid) kiss McGeohan., This would



have to be one of the cardinal rules of spy work = dontt get involved., And yet
I would hardly describe the show as Victorian or prudish,

Did McGoohan ever go on to film the year's worth of shows about a man
trapped in a British village? The man was supposed to have been a spy and the
townspeople =1l agents for the other side and were going %o try to pump him of
information, Or something 1ike that, anyway.

THE SAINT I fourd only moderately dntertaining but still better than the
saddlesoap operas that abound on the hoob tube,

Your mention of Poter Leslie being listed as co=anthor of MacNee'!s books
reminds me that Leslie has also permed a SECRET AGENT novel entitled "Hell For
Toamorrow', The plot was tmnuous but the writing was so well done it didn't
matter, As I haven't read either DEADLINE or DEAD DUCK I can't comment on how
much either Ieslie or MaclNee put in, but it seems to me that unless youlve
read some other works done solely by MaclNee that it is impossible to say that
Just how much he did contribute, Obviously Leslie wrote the bulk or he woulde
not have been mentioned (ghost writers don't get too much egoboo), but it
sounds to me like it is a case of tacking a celebrity's name on something to
get it to sell, But then I'm a cynic.

While I was researching part of an article for TRUMPET on sf on TV in the
16013, I came across a NEWSWEEK article on THE AVENGERS and some of the froubles
ABC ran into finding enouhh material in what they bought to show on the boob
tube, Seems some was a little too risque for their taste, (( « Editor « this
was the NEWSWEEK article in #3's NEWS AND NOTES. = )),

It i1s really sbrange sbout EPIC, I'd have sworn it was titled THE DESTRUCTe
10N OF MRS, EMMA PEEL, I remember seeing it not too long ago, too, How did
this confusion of names come about? The name EPIU « even when commected with
the show = rings no bells with me while the other title dves, It was ons of
the better episodes ( under any name ) but I think I!1l continue to mentally
fils it under TDOMEP,

Your covers were nothing less than superbj Naturally, Whilst Mrs, Peel
is SAddd/fdd [l Tddd bt /A /dd doomed to the Horrible Fate or replacement,
we can always hope that Linda Thorson will live up to the fine standards Diana
Rigg has established., And that Miss Rigg will geo on to bigger and better
things in the future., P,S, I personally found nothing wrong with RIGGER DIGGER
as a title (EN GARDE mould be about most anybhing from fencing to polities) but
T must admit I first thot it was about old time selling ships when I heard thd
title mentioned,

((THE PRISORNER is the series Patrick McGoohan put together about the man
trapped in the nice 1ittle British village, He retires from a High Security
Post and you get the impression that hefs never absolutely sure that he isn't
in the middle of Wales rather than the Urals or Ti!sin Chi=kuang Tfpine You
don't know and this is one of the wonderful things about the show, Unlike most
shows where everything is svelled out in words of ome syllasble or less, nobhing
is spelled out in THE PRISCRNER, Unfortunately only 17 shows will be shown
this summer =~ on @BS e« thatts al 1 there were made., But at least there is a
conelusion of sorts = if yidu can follow it,

About the two MacNee~leslie pocketbooks, DEADLINE and DEAD DUCK = my heart
wants to say that MacNee is the guts behind the two storiss, but my logical
reasoning states that Leslie probahbly did do the bulk of the work, I still find
too many of the pedantic touches of Steed/MacNee within to think that Mr,
MacNee jJust gave his name to the pair,

One reagson for the title confusion in EPIC is that the TV Guide did not men=
tion the show title by name but did give the name of the movie Z.Z. van Schrerk
was produoing - "The Destruction Of Mrs, Bmma Peel' e  that most evaryone who
didn't watch the begimming real close thought that was the show title., TV
Guide has a nasty tendency to leave out stars names, show titles, other info in
their quest to save space.))

Harry Warner, 423 Sunmit Aves  So her husband twrned up alive and well in

Hagerstown, Maryland (217L0) Argentina or someplace close~by, I managed to
see the final 13 mimtes of tonight's episode,
after almost getting killed by oncoming cars



a8 I hurried home from work, J wonder if the final four or five minutes were
plagued by severe distortion of the soundtrack all eover the network, or just on
the Washington station that provides the best reception here? And I am anxicus
to learn from EN GARDE or some other source if I was crazy or if there really
was supposed to be a strong hint that the man whith whom Mrse Peel went driving
off with, Jjust after Steed had actually referred to her by her given name, was
the spltoing image of Steed himself?

However all that may be, I was delighted with the third EN GARDE, If it
won't break up an eternal friendship betwesn us, I hope you'll consider the
ecomments in the May Issue of HORIZONS as the equivalent of & Lol on the FAPA=-
distributed EN GARDE, It seems like a small recompense for such a large issue,
But if I start writing imdividual IoCs on FAPA publications without some reason
of extrame urgency, I'1ll start fdling back on my genzine 1oC obs even faster than
the present alarming rate,

Preliminaries away, I'm ready to say that thils latest EN GARDE is of une
common interest because of the critical time at which it arrived, Knowing that
there was a epoch when Diana Rigg was an interloper, an intruder in a role that
somecne else had made her very own, might help me to take more philosophical ly
the fact that Fiana Rigg is now superseded by a third heroine, I didn't see much
of the newcomer in those final momerts of tonight's episode, but I liked the way
she moved through the new version of the mwr version of the closing routine over
which the crediis were superimposed,

In 2 way, the most interesting and valuable thing to me in this issue is
the item that probably immressed a lot of readers as dry stuff to be glanced at
hastily and instantly forgottens the week-by~week listings of the titles, casts,
and gynopses of the episodes on American television, It helped me enormously
to figure out how much I'd missed and when I started to watch as much of each
eplsede as work permitted, and most important of all, 1t convinced me that I'd
retained a great deal in m y memory. I've always been skeptical of all forms
of avdlo=visual education, on the theory that the mind doesn!t retain mindepix
and spokén words nsarly as well as it recalls what is read., But maybe I need
to revise my theories; because I find that just these scant plot outlines and
in some cases the names 'of the oharacters are encpgh to make me remember very
clearly a lot about some of tHese eplsodes, I couldn't have remembered without
these clues, I'm sure, Maybe sane day you!ll be able to retrieve this sort of
full data on the gplsodes shown only in ENGIAND, Therels always the faint chance
that they'll be syndicated over here some day, and if not, our remote
descendants might be able to pick them up in whatever future century the transe
missions complete bheir journey around the circular spacetime contimum and get
hack to earth again,

I also await with a lot of interest the comments by Gary Crowdus on the
colour episodes. My interest in film-making is strong enough for his technical
discussion of the photographic techniques to mean something to me, and he seems
tc have done a better -job than most of the professional reviewers whom you quote
in this 1ssue at the difficuli art of writing indepdndently of the ress release
facts,

Don't forget to send a copy of this issue to Honor Blackman, wherever she
may be, If I'm right in my assumrd ion that her career is in danger of fading,
it might bé at least spyehologiealiy helpful at this time of change in her acting
1ife, and if she's making a career comeback, she still might appreciate ths
ego~boo, OQurious thing, T remembered reading the 1%L TV Gulde article about
"The Avengers", after I read it heras, even though I'd assumed that T first heard
of the series after it appeared on the American network, It must have been quite
sensational in Great Britain to have been madd the subject of a TV Guide articlet
I can recall only three or four other examples of that magazine featuring one
particular British series that wasn!t definitely scheduled for American networks
at the time of publication.

Rob Firebaugh is quite convincing in his criticism of that episode ((You
Have Just Been Murdered = Ed)). But I wonder if it is really useful to complaig
. about plotting logic and motivation in this type of television drama? The whole
pacing and atmosphare of any commercial television program is too hectic for the



viewer to appreciate the construction when it's good or to spot the flaws when
they exist, at the time that the stuff is.coming over the air. It's the medium
and. the way it!s used, and it can bardly be criticized in ths same way that
yould disgsect a play during the intervals between acts or a book which youtd
leaf through after youtd just read it, There are gome things wrorg with some
television dramas that are perfectly evident during their presentation ( such as
a total lack of ariginality or a 15th century explorer who is wearing a wriste
watch, ebtce)e But to try to dissect an episode in the analytical 1ight of meme
ory after 1t's shown and pick flaws in it then is somewhat akin to watchirg a
fight in a television drama with the sound turned off, The punches lock awfully
phony when you cantt hear the grunts of the fighters and ths thuds as the fists
strilke flesh but youtre tampering with the overall effect by tamrning down the
volume catrol, And I suspsct that youtre also tampering with something that
should be remembered as a totality when you ask about the purpese and coharency
of each 15~decond scene in an Avengers episode,

Coverst Splendid, I think most women look entirely different with their
hair up and Miss Rigg is no exception, Her appearance didn't change nearly as
mach for the adventure when she had her halr hidden in a covering (4 « 2 Beatles
cap, for THE WINGED AVENGER show - Editor)) to make things easier for the trick
photography involved in her running around upside down on the ceiling. Phase
pardon two =ages of comment,,it!s so inadaquate,

((Bardly inadequate. Comment 1s literally the lifet!s blood of any amatewr
editor, even more so than monies, Without out any amateur Journal is quickly
dropped, I will add here that comment includes that particularly personal type
of audience.response from those physically sbout him that people like my co=
editer has to survive on for his film mag CINZASTE, It may not be letters or
praise or encouragement of any sort, but response is necessary,

Therefore, let me thank you.

As stated in the editorial and elsewhere, you'll have a chance to re~view
many of the Emma Pesl/Diana Rigg AVENGERS this summer = once more, dear friends =
ags ABC has decided to take advantage of the popularity still present in their
letter pile for the unique Miss Rigg, Watch 'em and weep, Ittll be the last of
Mrs, Peel unless your area has someone showing them as resruns.

Havd a listing (partial, alas) of the Cathy CGale AVENGERS shows in this °
issue elsevwhere, as well as some addenda and corrections on the American viewed
shows and some bare info on the four missing Rigg/Peel blackwandwwhite shows,

Honor Blackman is far from dead theatrically, From listings sent me, she
18 a regular star-billing performer in ABC Armchair theatre and such hour=long
drama shows, as well as keeping her hand in the live legitimate theatre, She
recently finished acting in some Ttalian "thing" (I hesitate to call the sbtandard
Ttalian film fare a movie much less cinematic art,..fellini and such only being
exceptions to rrove the rule),

As for criticism of a telly programe.... Well, I feel that 1rregardless of
the limitations placed on the viewer and critic En comprehsnsively dealing with
his subject, the idea of criticism is still valid, At it's highest, the TV
show can be High Art, Just as most of it is beneath criticism in an artistic
sense, Therefore, as with any Art Form, the telly show can be and should be
Judged. And if necessary, judged to be found wanting, It is considered by the
e tworks and their advertisers, of course, as merely & commercial medium. A
series of adverts spaced out with something intriguing enough to make large
numbers of people wateh the adverts, Period,

But the cinema 1s basically a commercial medium also. Being commercial noed

not mean denial of the Art Form principal, Itls just easfer to deny it. Therew
fare-oriticism should always be one of the foremost duties of any person (or
fanzine ) dealing with an Art Form. My swn rather large Blind Spot in regards te
THE AVENGERS and genaral deficiency in critical expression must take at least
partial blame for the tomdate astounding lack of such critiquss in EN GARDE,
THE AVENGERS 45 good o « « One of the very best ever to date « » » but never let
it be said that I am totally blind to the minor faulte of the showe I just wish
I could get hold of some more intelldigent critiques of THE AVENGERS,

Agy wvolunteers out theref))



Mike McQuown Alzs = Miss Rigg is going back to legit theatre and will be
SLho W, 122nd lsaving THE AVENGERS, Pity, Of course, the people who sneered

Apte 65 at her for leaving the sacrosanct halls of fpure! classicism
N.¥Ce, N.Y. cantt afford to eat lunch with her anymoreeesss What I'd love
1027 to see is the fresh character who never saw the TV series

trying to get eute with her between scenes of a rehearsalsese

Back when Miss Rige was doing her Cordelia, Lear was played by a man neme
of Bcoficld, Wonder what ever happered to him?

If youtre going to do anobher of these things, I hope you have better luck
dealing with ABC and ABFC in future,

I can well understand, even though I regret, Rigg!s going back to legit,
For one thing, no matter how much fun it may be at first, doing the same chare
acter constantly becomes first a strain, then a bore, To constantly look for
new things in the character, to find a more interesting way to present the inner
Ir ocesses, especially in a 11mited context, is tedious work unless the writers
are brilliant. Ard nobedy can cut Shakespeare, let!s face it, In hOO years,
there are still new things being found in Hamlet by new generabtions of actors,
but it is a process of generations, Then too, the situations are becoming a
bit teo much in the series, as a resulb, the whole thing has lost some of its
bite, despite the excellence of the actors.

0f course, there's the question of audience, It is tremendously exciting
and very useful to the actor, to have a group of warm beings eut there and to
get the feedback from them,

Rerertory has its ewm special excitement = Honight youtre a clown, tomorrow
youtre a prince, after that a doctor, lawyer, merchant chief, and so on, Youlve
usually got two plays in production and two in rehsarsal, all requiring differe
ent ideas and energies « the excitement is tremendous, and very gratifying
when youlre in rehearsal and something really starts cooklng.

Se¢y T can see why the lady would ge hack to it.s I'd enjoy making a TV
series, I think, but only for ene eeason, at most two, Then it's time to
saddle up and mosey on to new pastures and deeper thoughts and ideas,

((Thanx for the first season's Profile Press Releases from ABC, If nothing
else, it was dead imteresting spotting the ways they've ehanged the wording in
the releases from season to season without really saying too much more,))

Derek Carter Itve dore nmy best to achieve Dits features and
e/o Al Cuest Animadion count the present attempts as something akin to
15, Dunecan Street, a 50 suecess - but she fsn't exaetly the

Torento 2b Ontario, Canada easiest of ladies to capture. Exeues the gun =
((see NEWS AND NOTES this issuew
Editor)) ~ but being an Englishe
man and possibly somewhat eloser
S to the spirit of The Avengers and
S the auwra of England in which it
Q was produced, it didntt seem to go
amise, The entire series of the

/ S Enma Peel reign came as a complete
it 3 change to that of Cathy Gale -
feelings back home when she first
~ appearad (and that seems 2 long

/ﬁ ’j time ago = I've geen all the ones
over here ages ago = Itve seen some
l-a_av’ “ in fact in some cases twice before
T came over ) were very misceo.
.4-3\ But soon they were straightened out,
w, , A few bibs for yous - Patrick
MacNee played a Lisutenant in “Battle
l Of The River Plate" ~ and Bond's
guperior *M' was also in the movie
a9 a captive on board the Graf Spee.



"The Importance Of Being Earnest" first
appeared on English I.T.V, about 3% years ago
if my mewory serves me correctly - had beauti-
ful Art Howveau decor and Patrick was brilliant
(of course),

Patrick MecGoohan.., This lad played &
nasty s.o04e in some £ilm saga about a Canadian
fishing village way way back,

Did a fine job in "The Grave Fellow' =
prison warder for a condemned man - the only
lodging in town was with the condemned's
wife ( and in one scene the only bed was - yes,
well, it was all fun plot wise),

There is a comic book out on "Secret
Agent! ( if you think my 5 was a bit short of
the mark you should see this garbage ) under
the Gold Key immrint ( K.X, Publications) = just
appeared August 1956 « then a lapse until ¥2
appeared in '67, :

({Apologies to Derek ~ I was sure he had mis-spelled the MeGoohan movie mene
tioned above but I was wrong, The film was "The Quave Fellow", McGoohan'!s
other film credits are listed in NEWS AND NOTES, As well as a listing of credits
for a large number of other people like Honor Blackman, Pat MacNee, etc,, atc.))

Bjo Trimble Gee, mini-skirts, dresses and eulottes (the jump suits )
117 Ne Kermore Ave, are so passe around here they are almost dull. Almost,
Tos Angeles, Calif, I said; Joln nearly ran our VW into a bank window watche
9000k ing a leggy Eurasian in a brilliant yellow minidress
walk across a street, Then there?s the red-head in our
crowd, who has a purple minislkirt...or a long blouse, I'm not sure which.

Nobody, my dear, ever had the childhood one reads about *in books, Nobody
in this world ever had the e¢hildhood advertisers on TV would have you believe in,
And if T bad my childhood to live over againe..I might do it. I dunno., Tt was
rough, with 5 stepfathers at various times ( some of them with interesting idease.s
ereither to kill me or other things...}, and yet, in between ducking and running,
T had something of a childhood after alle I had a neighbor?ts fat Palemino horse
to ride through tall, wet morning grass, I held and nursed sick cats and
puppies and babies 100 chicks when the incubator (as usual) went out, and fell
out of barns and out of treehouses, and off horses, and nearly killed my sister
in a game, and had stitches taken in me, and got sick eating wild onions every
Springs. I tore my clothes, got pine gum in my hair, got into clod fights, and
learned how to pgrow flowers in my very own Seeret Carden, I also worked my backe
side off, creosoting chicken houses, delousing hens, cleaming out stables,
fighting off brush fires and doing all the family cooking and ironinge

I was finally caught, shod, and half~tamed long enough to be introduced to
the mysteries of lipstick and hair=does { vhich never worked on me ) and to
learn to keep my legginess out of the way of coffee tables, other peoplels feet,
and small animals, The freckles never went away , nor did I ever achleve any
gracey but I guess I did have a childhood, and I think that almost everyone else
did, too, and if it wasn't one they wanteds TS againg that's the way the ol
cooklie crumblileS.eess

Marriage is the same wayy it hardly ever turns out to be "happily ever
after" or even what you'd planned on, But, as John says, whatever else it is or
isntt; with me he'!s never been boredl So perhaps itfs only your way of looking
at the same thing I might be looking at: we sece en tirely different things be=
cause we are looking for different things,

Could be what you demand out of life, too, I don't.demand from life: I
hope for, and work my ears off, and if I gét half eof what I'd dreamed of, I
figre that I'm playing the odds and for once they've come out in my favor., I
demand a lot from psople, though, which is my problem, because I see so much in
them, and oan reaelize what they don't ( or dontt want to ) in that I can see the®



capabilities they don't { or won't ) use] They feel this demand, and react a=
gainst it, All but John, which I guess is why I merried him.

Perhaps thatts why I don't need a religion, I know who I am, I'm not just
that funny, fat, freckled gal ever there: I'm the only Bjo in the world. And I
know it. It doesn't often comfort me, because we are a herd animal, and we
rather wish for company of our kind...and I don't have any, But I don't need
anyone to tell me who I am, either, so maybe I'm just as well off, Imh?

There is time for everything worth anything, I'm saddened to think that you
can't see that, My grandmother used to say, "If the angels call the end of the
world right now, I'm sure the Good Lord would rather I be caught enjoying one of
his miracles [ a sunset, flower, small child, etc, ) than be stuffed away in my
stinkin' kitchen washing dishesi® Perhaps I'm of that opinion, too, Until
youlve dropred everything to pick up and hold a samall warm body against you, and
had 2 small hand pat you on the back, you don't realize or really know how fast
time is movingl You work at a job for the priviledge of b the time you need
for other things; that is the way it works in our world, How you spend that time
is up to you...but don't complain, in this
world of complaints and misery, about no time,
until youtve visited a children'’s ward in a
hogpital and used yowr talents to draw care
toons for them ( just as a foreinstance).
Then write to me about nobody having time,

My grandmother ( who was a wise old hillw
country "herb doctor" ) used to say another
thing, and she'd never read Candide: "Acceph
the best in this best of all possible worlds.,
seomainly because itts the only choice in
worlds welve gotl...sand youtll always have
nothing but the best," Think about that for z
moment, and ask yourself how often, for your
own convenience at the moment or from sheer
laziness, you have settled for something less
than the best? T

Never say !die!, say tdamnj§!

((or as one sweet innocent young thing
{and should that be in caps?) once said, "If
theytre going to walk over you, make sure you
leave teeth marks,"

I feel 2 mite more mman these days, thank
you, Bjo, My weekly pep-me=up dose (not The
Dose ) svery Wednesday has dore wnders, I
might say, Even itth Tara Xing,

If anyone ever draws a good caricature of
Linda Tharson she will be &l eyes, Just two
rainted-on eyes. She has adorable carriage and
balance and grace and all that, but if she
could only do something about those eyes,.eee})

Clay Kimball Are you really happy that "Lost In Space’ lost its audience
106 We Del Ave, 80 drastiecally when "The Avengers" came on? The implications
Draper, North don't sound too good to me = are the same people who were
Carolina watching L.I,5. now watching “The Avengers"? Unlikely I
g72h1 would thinlc,

Ami why do you always spell it fevialt?

Itve received the AVENG ANNUAL, published by Souvenir Press, distributed
by Atlas Publishing & Distributing Co, Ltd,, 33l Brixton Road, Iomion S.W, 9,
England, Tt is hardback, 95 pages includimg covers, endpapers are the seriss of
stills that opened the show last year ( or were they behind the credits? Or
both? )s It somtains L features, L text scripts ( by Pefer Leslie ), L picturs
gtrips - ( drawn by John Stekms ) and 7 pdotorial featimes, Ib kas many fino
photoe, seaverm] tn =0}y



There's a comic paper in England called TV 21 that features comlc strips
of some TV shows « mostly klddy shows such as "Thunderbirds" and “Stingray'.

I has some interestirng art - rather like that in "DIANA"™ magazine = but the
stories are pretty Juvenile, (Will send some copies if yould eare to see them,)

Speaking of frustration, hew's this: T work from 3 till 11.00 P.M., thus
don't get to see of these AVENGERS shows, It's enough to make you give up
-working,

T was a great fan of STCRET AGENT also (as well as the old English titled
half=hour DANGER MAN ), so dontt mind if you expand a little bit to fit him in,
They have other shows of interest also, as youlll see in same clippings.

({True to his word, Clay sent on the mags, Glossy thirgs in lithographed
fuliwgolor spectrum, lovely art, dramatic artistic technigues present and the
- most abominable stories Imaginable, Just like the DIANA versions of THE
AVENGERS
Obviously the story writers are evial ( ar is that evil?) types.))

Danielle Dabbs You mentioned that there were several oulfits dealing with

1011 Edgewood working seripts from TV shows, Have you ever received any
Bryan, Texas further word on "The Avengers"? I haven't received any
77801 answer from the source I tried, Do these people furnish

ABC seripts only, ete,, or can ong obtain "Outer Limits",
scripts from "Pwilight Zone" and so forth?

In the last léttercolumn, Mr. Warner was a bit vague on VIR's ((Video
Tape Recorders)). T have been looking ( sigh ) at them for several years,

' 8o, as far as I know (which is not that much ), SONY makes the cheapest (7)
ones on the market as of January '68, They begin at $700 (anyone willing to
part, with that much ?). However, for $850 you can buy a model with duplicating
facilities, Actually, with this model, an accessory and another $850 identical
model you can make duplicates, All of SONY!s videocorders B use the same tape
(interchangeability) and, if you can find some, computer tape 3 inches wide can
be used on them, The tape SONY sells for the VIRts is $L0 for 60 minutes,

I don't know the prices on computer tape, though, /

At the MIA €onvention (anyone else
go?), I talked with the AmPEX represente
ative, At present their cheapest
model 1S $1195.:S0NY¥s cheaper: but he
( the representative ) said that they
were going to try to market for the
ordinary buysr a model at about $450,
Next year}

AmPEX tape is rather expensive,
being twice as wide as SONY's3 but
this proposed modelsessel dontt know,

S0, if' you want to tape AVENGERS
with Diana Rigg = « tough, Especially
if youtre not wealthy = maybe it will
repeat a few years later,

If the price isntt already out of
reach, there is the color VTR, The
cheapest I know of 4s GE's at 3495, I
agsked and was told it was still rather
experimental ( even if it were prfect,
it1s still too much for mel),

I'm looking forward to AmPEX of
SONYts $200 model some years hence,

((No further word on those script
outfits, If nothing else, obtaining
any is a ohancey affair at best, the
market for TV scripts being far more
spotty and unpredictable than for even
the crummiest Grade B movie, Add to
that the difficulty involved with THE




AVENCERS being a British studio production, and you have some idea of the nixxes
you can run into trying to obtain 2 seript., So ABFC has wroven to be rather dise
tant in more than geographical terms, Especially regardirg scripts, rmuch less
such ordinary hzndeouts like fotos., C'sst la cottonwpickint' vie,))

Rob Firebaugh I stil) have a few bumper stickers left, ,30¢@ sent
3402 Crittenden Aves, N.W. tolded, «35¢@ sent flat, stating (of course) that
Roancke, Virginia (2L012) "Mrs, Peel = We're Needed", Hurra, hurra, mrTa...
(Note Change of Address) Print this if you dara,

"ODE TO MRS, PEELM

As the Avengers has gone a-Miss,
I sense that I have been remiss,
Sitting here in my humble abode,
I do dedicate to Mrs, Peel this ode.

Steed will never be the same,
Indeed, will he remember his name?
Without Mrs, Peel to query "Ste-c-d™
What will be his fame?

Tara King may be of royalsty,
But that does not satisfy me,
After much consideration T think
That she is truly a fink,

With the departure of the lovely creaturs
This show has lost its main feature,

But I must begin myself ‘o reconcils,

It is that or = = exile}

Howevdr I am all aglow,

For I am in the know, -

That that winsome lass,

What with skill at her defensive task,
Will never, never be lknocked upon heri..

i

For all y»u lovers of poetry (are
any of you :ti1l out there?), it might
it erest you to know that I sent this
to Miss Rige, I have mot heard from
her, but I did seceive some sort of
communication fran Inter Pol, It seems
they want me to cease and desist from
sending junk through international
mails, There was also sore thing about
a meter but as how I was out nickels,

- I just said whatheck and paid ths fine.

{(Here stands a man 211 much bemused fimst works they failed to
amuse,/itere by the Arts Guild to be hired/'Tis preof enough Bis poetic license
has expired. :

As with the man in the illo above, Mr, FE¢&f/fH¥dFirabaugh has no doubt
lost his head over the departure of the loveliest lass around from the boodb tube,
such signs of Jysterical neuroses are not conducive to taking stock of onefs
se1f, Besides which, when will you people out there discover that Diana Rigg is
5611 with us, even if Mrs, Peel isnft? Peepsonally I prefer the Real Thinmg to¢ &
woifitoal (alas) "gangsterschreck”, Mrs, Peel 1= dead] Love Live Diana Riggil)




Craham Charnock ° I felt sure it must be a spoof at first, until I realized

1 Eden Close that people justt don't waste time and effort on a 50-page
Alperton spoofe Then I accepted it as what It was: an obsessionalw
Wembley - fanzine, On the one hand one ca 't help but admire someome

Middlesex, England who can prodiice so much about so 1little; on the other hand
one can't help but wish that such enthusiasm and enterprise
were directed towards- somebhing not quite so intrinsically

worthless as a telsvision show,

"The Avengers" never really meant much to me, when it was shown in this
country, and only one really sticks in my mind and that because of the science-
fictional plot basis ( which producer and writer must have thought very darirg
at the time): The Earth intercepts the usual msteor storm, the mereoids bring
with them dormant seeds from deep space, the seeds germinate ( or whatever odd
biological thing seeds do together l):ﬂanci the plants take over peoplels minds and
bend their wills to suit the plant!s own end, Which is, of course, to rule the
world, Hackneyed stuff as seiemce fiction even according to the general publicls
usual dim view of the subject. Steed and Mrs. Peel were really only extras in
this ore, subordinabed to the plet ( which producer and writer must have thought
very etcs, etc., ete,)y Even the special effects ( rubberoid tentablas confront
a screaming Mrs, Peel ) were old hats ore felt the production company had just
bought a job-lot of props from "Day Of The Triffids",

The title doosn?tt stick in mind, but no dowt you could qnote chapter and -
verse?

I seem to have a vague impression that the serids was better when it starred
Honor Blackman, But that was long, long ago and fary far away, and I was ever so
much youngsr then and probably watched it more,

About the only telly seridés which I've felt anybhing llke enthusiasm for was
"The Defenders" which was good, thinking entertaimment. Of course there are all

ttoo rarely the individual ¥Yone-af" pogrammes which transcend entertaimment and

extend the medium as an Art and which are perhaps as worth getting excited about
as anybhing, bul one could hardly produce a fanzine on thefaesee

{(*The Defenders" started off fine here in the States, but quickly ran afoul
of Sarnoffts Fourth law of Television. "When ome can so very easily just set up
straw men and take pot-shots at them, why bother with anything else? In other
vwords, they quit dealing with Man, Socisty and the restrictions = Laws = which
Man pubs on himself and %’1} and drifted off into Perry Mason~type acquitals of
distasteful types, unreal concepts and non=valid situations. They ended up as
the sort of unreal sensabionalistic Defender of dl ready=defended Truths that
" Judd For The Defense" has yet to reach, Reahe upwards, that is, Judd is
modeled after F. Lee Bailey, a real-life shyster lawyer and loopwhole finder,
ard T haven't yet decided whether this slimey pretentious egoist named Judd is
an accurate presentation or not yet, If 1t is, Bailey ought to sue,

"The ManwEater of Surrey Green' was the show you remembered, and my owm thots
at the tim of viewing were, to quote, "Well, maybe their budget was kind of
small that weekeesss"as far as the props go, I've yet to see any of these
rubberoid monsters that actually looked like they were amy more danger to anyone
than a ruptured ducke I wonder how many feet of f£ilm they blew on that show where
the inimitable Diana Rigg eouldn’t keep from gigglirg eesss))

Amn=Louise Gates . I feel rather as if this note should come blacke

2332 Carleton St. Apte B edged, I saw the "Forget-Me=Knot" episode of "The

Berkeley, California Avengers" last night, Whils I hive a dozen logleal
7ol criticisms to make of the ending, I am afraid that

I camot make my emotions £it my reasoning. I was

A J_ﬁ.tle stumed,

However, I must admit, I camnot offer reasonable alternative endings, either.
Even without Diana Rigg, I wcruld have mreferred the character of Mrs, Peel to
contimie, Though, Miss Rigg 1s an example of the proverbially hard act to fodlow.

I am probably more of an "Avengers" fan, than I am Diana Rigg oriented, Bui
I concur whole~heartedly with my room~mate who now calls the program "The
Avenger", Diana Rigg was perfect.


tentatl.es

{{(For myselfy if Miss Rigg had to leave the show » and she felt she really
had to, that is obviocus - the 1ess the next character resembles Mrs. Peel the
better, I for no other reason than this, any imitations of Mrs. Peel or the -
type of character would invariably become secorndwrate imitations, shoddy goods,
or whatever your own term  of non-endearament might be, For Dians Rigg madd the
part of Mrs, Peel her own, anything else is, Q.E.D. an imitation and becauvse it
is an imitation, a poor ons,

The back=files of TV Guide are littered with the skeletons of series which
died a premature death when a major star left and the producers put in an e
itation of said major st.r, MacNee/Steed deserves better than an imitation,
anywaySe .

Thorson Xing may still be finding her way, so to speak, but at least this
is an entirely different character, She deserves better than to be case as an
imitation teo,

For those unknowing (or the British with short memories) Miss Rigg herself
was accussed of "imitating" Blackman/Bathy Gale, just be wearing those kinky
(and erealky and sweaty) leather suits, et all, Fortumtely she soon made it
obvious that Mrs, Peel was no imitation,))

Amirew Jay Mangravite Cencerning Patrick MacNesls pre-MAvengers" 1V appearances,

851 Guenther Aves you might be interested to kmow that he appeared in an
Yeadon, Pennsylvania episode of "One Step Beyond', The title was “"Ths Night
19050 Of April 1hth', MacNee played Eric Farley, whose wife

has a premonition of disaster concerning a trip to
America on the "Titanic", The date of showing of this show in the Alcoa series
was in the 160161 season, Barbara Lord played Mrs, Farley and I recall that the
show used stock fottage from either "Titanic" or "A Night To Remember',

That Corgil gift set which you mentioned is easily obtainable in the Philly
areas However, a friend of mine ( who owns a Hobby Shop )‘claims that Corgi may
discontime production ( no great shock now thot Diana Rigg is no longer conne
scted with the show)e The two cars in the set are produced separately, however,
The Bentley is a part of the Uergl Classics series and sells for $3,50. (The
convertible must be demanded -~ they also make a green hardbop 127 Bentley)es The
Lotus { with $t's preper pewder=~blune coler } is available in the Corgi racer
series. (It has several numbered decals en it, however,) The Lotus sells far
(I believe ) $2425, Both these series are extremely popular and I doubt that
they would also be dlscontimed,

(I might add that I'm still willing to obtain one of the Corgi "Avengers"
Gift Sets and mail them on to them for $5,20 the get, This is, of course, of
use only to those without access to a Metropolitan area hobby store which should
certainly carry them,))

Harry Nadier The very fact that your ,ine arriwved today carrying .
5 South Mesnefield Rd, stills from the Avengers episode THE MASTER MTNDS, and
Lower Kersal that ABC here are at present re-running the series
Salferd 7 with this very episode as tongght!s programme prompts
lancashire (England) this letter.

We are very envious of the fact that you hawve the
chance of seeing The Avengers in the USA in colour, whereas we have only a black
and white ehannel service on the commercial webs at present. ABC always
announces The Avengers as being "Filmed by ABC in cdlour and brought to you in
black and whitejl!

Incidentally, the inside cover blurb seemsd to suggest that your backcover
scene was cut from MASTER MINDS,...whereas it wasn't in that story at all,

((Ah, yes, well, it's this way..., The bacover phote is, as Harry mentioned,
not at all from THE MASTER MINDS, Instead it's from THE HELLFIRE CLUB (See the
Addendum and Correction to TWO SEASONS AND A HAIF earlier inthis issue)s As
mentioned last issue, this was one of four shows cut from the Yank scheduls at
least partially because of some risque ( for TV, that is) scemes. I know it had
to be TisquB....if it was just blood amd gore that would bave been sure to pass
any Yarnk gensor's boerde...))



And thus ends EN GARDE #li, ‘There were hardes more letters writtten, but the pages
count is already past belief, and I hope to put some in the ferthooming #5. This

1s, as usual, yeb another nonePrafit publisation from KriFanTat Publisations,
Unltd,

Leng Idve And Presper




“It's interesting to note that the best of the spy shows —
despite all kinds of outright sexual gags and a lot of
camp jokes — is the British series, “The Avengers”, in
which the hero invariably has a genuine respect for his
companion and in which the heroine, hippy and unbe-
lievable as she is, is a grown-up and real woman all
the same.”

Gene Marine
Ramparts Magazine
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